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ANZOLETTA ZADOSKI. 


"I You may remember, my dear 
Fitz- Vernon,“ ſaid Beauchamp, when 
I quitted you ſo abruptly at Paris, 
that I promiſed you one day to explain 
the motive that compelled me to re- 
lnquiſh, not only the preſent charm of 
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your ſociety, but the hopes alſo that 
your goodneſs, and the tender com- 
placency of the departed angel your 
ſiſter, had given me of being united 
to you by ſtill dearer ties than thoſe 
of friendſhip; but, alas ! aſhamed of 


an inconſtancy of diſpoſition, the 


merit of Iſabell Vernon, left with- 


out excuſe, I choſe rather to aſſume 


an air of myſtery, and leave you in an 


opinion that ſome unpleaſant conſe- 


quences of the diſſipation J had plun- 


ged into during my reſidence at Paris, 
rendered this ſudden departure a 
meaſure of neceſſity, than ſubje& my- 
ſelf to the humiliating confeſſion, that, 
forpetful of the tender eſteem I had 
been 
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been fortunate enough to excite in her 


boſom, whole innate virtues and ami- 
able gentleneſs of temper (excluſive of 
a perſon, then in the early bloom of 
youth, was con{picuouſly lovely) 
might have warmed the heart of 
apathy itſelf, forgetful of my vows, I 
had permitted my wayward heart to 
imbibe a romantic paſſion for an un- 
known beauty—a paſſion that (re- 
peated he, with-a figh that ſeemed to 
rend his boſom) has embittered every 
tubſequent hour of my life; and 
though its dear and hapleſs object is 
no more, can only terminate with 
my life itſelt. 


B 2 | « You 
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« You may poſſibly recollect, my 
dear Lord, (continued Beauchamp) 
among the numerous train of foreign- 
ers with whom we became acquainted 
at the hotel of the Britiſh Ambaſſador, 
a young and amiable Pole, Who was 
reported to have viſited Paris on a ſe- 
cret commiſſion from the court f 
Warſaw, and who was introduced by 
Lord H „by the appellation of 
the Chevalier Morenſki, with this 
young ſtranger, who was really poſ- 
ſeſſed of a brilliant underſtanding and 
ſaſcinating elegance of addreſs, I paſ- 
ſed much of my time, and had even 
promiſed to accompany him on his 
return to Poland, from motives of 


eſteem 
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eſteem and friendſhip only; he repaid 
my attention not only by the moſt ju- 
dicious advice and inſtruction reſpect- 
ing my future conduct, but generouſly 
aſſiſted me in diſcharging ſome debts 
which 1 had unwarily contracted 
unknown to you, but after a few 
week's acquaintance, admitted me to 
the moſt unbounded confidence. 


« Morenſki, who was a younger 
brother, deſcended from one of the 
molt illuſtrious families in Poland, had 
entered at an carly age into the ſervice 
of his ſovereign, in a military capacity, 
in which he had fignalized himſelf 
1 during 
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during the war with Pruſſia, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of talents no leſs fold than bril- 
hant, had been received into the coun- 
cils of that monarch, and was now 
ſecretly employed in obtaining a loan. 
from the bankers at Paris, a meaſure 
which he fuccetsfully completed, with. 
a fill and addreſs worthy the truſt 
repoſed in him by his royal maſter. 


« A few days previous to our de- 
parture from that capital, he alſo con- 
fided to me his paſſion for the daugh- 
ter of Count Zadoſki, under whom 
he had ſerved during the war, and in 
whole eſteem (though a man haughty, 


apyaricious, and vindictive in his diſ- 
＋ 


poſition, 
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poſition, and jealous to an extreme of 
the favor of Staniſlaus) he nevertheleſs 
held a ſuperior rank ; but, alas! my 
dear Beauchamp, (ſaid my * amiable 
friend) the familiarity to which he has 
admitted me, has indeed coſt me dear, 
for my heart has become forteited to 
his lovely and accompliſhed daughter, 
who, when you behold, you will alſo 
acknowledge to be the moſt charming 
of women: ſhe is at the caſtle of 
Zadoſki, a fine ſeat on the banks of 
the Viſtula, which we will viſit on our 
arrival in Poland, as ſoon as I have 
rendered an account of my negotiation 


to the king. And what prevents your 


happinels with your beautiful miſtreſs, | 


B 4 then, 
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8 ANZOLETTA ZAPOSET. 
then, (replied J. with viyacity) fince - 


you are ſo fully poſſeſſed of the regard: 


of her father?“ — “ Oh! unhappily 
for me, (returned Morenſki, I am a 
younger brother, and have ſcarcely 
ſufficient fortune to ſupport the rank 
to which the partiality of my royal. 
maſter has raiſed me, and the Count, 
who is alſo much involved, has con- 
tracted her to the Baron de Zorbell, 
a nobleman of great power in Lithu- 
ania, and endowed with large eſtates; 
and though my lovely Anzoletta has 
forbid me to hope for her affections, 
ard owned to me with an amiable. - 
frank neſs that rendered her {till dearer 
to my foul, that by a caprice, unac- 
countable 
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4 haps then acquieſce in the choice of 
1 your father, Anzoletta? Oh, 


| averſion; he is not only ugly in his 
f perſon, but covetous, cruel, and ſuſ- 
N picious in his temper, and I believe 1 
N ſhould expire with regret; did I not 

| hope that my brother, on his return 
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Cuntable in its nature, For 
Morenſki, (ſaid the angel) though EE 
revere your merits, and am ſenſible of, 


| the ſincerity of your affection, Jcan- 


not return your love.“ —“ You per- 


| 


7 heavens | name. it not, Zorbell is my 


* 


4 ; * 0 25 2 ' J 
from Courland, will find means to 
gevitate this hated marriage.” | 
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Il | - « The baron (continued my friend) 
was then ablent, as envoy to the court 1 | 
of Peterſburgh, and not expected to 


| 

| 

| 

| 0 * > Y 1 

| complete his embaſſy till the enſuing 
ſpring. | 1 


| | «© You will probably, my Lord, 5 
Il conſider this detail as unintereſting, # . 
| but it is, alas! neceſſary to enable you Þ 
li to comprehend the facility with which 


il my heart was impreſſed with ſenti- } { 
!l ments of love for this charming wo- « 
i 4 
il g 


«+ To paſs over, however, a deſcrip- 
tion of our journey to Poland, which 


> Ro TO Se 


afforded me equal pleaſure and im- 
provement, | 
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provement, from the judicious re- 


marks of my friend, who was well 


acquainted with the countries through. 
which we paſſed, I ſhall only obſerve. 
that, after a moſt flattering reception. 
at Warlaw, where 1 was preſented by 
Morenſki to his auguſt maſter, we re- 


pꝓaired to the caſtle of Count Zadoſki, 


who purpoſed paſſing the ſummer 
there. This gloomy and deſolated. 


fabric was indeed but too characteriſtic 


of its ſuperb and haughty maſter : in. 
many places the fortifications were 
fallen to decay, and while with Gothic 
fplendor a centinel was poſted on the. 


little tower that overlooked the huge 


-portcullis, an enemy might have en- 
tered 
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tered with facility through the breaches 
which time had made in the walls 


themſelves. The count received us 


graciouſly, and appointed us apart- 
ments in the caſtle near his own. 
The greater part indeed of this vener- 
able edifice was diſmantled of its fur- 
niture, and the few habitable apart- 
ments preſented a memento of the in- 
flability of all human/grandeur, 


E/ 
8 F 4 


The conſtraint and ceremony which 
the lofty count impoſed. on his gueſts 
would alſo have contributed to render 


my abode with him inſupportable, had 


not the charms of Anzoletta's conver- 


ſation more than compenſated for the 
1 auſterity 
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Yuukerity and oſtentation of her fa · 
4 ther. n 5 | aint dia 


To paſs over however ſcenes Which 
memory traces only to add more 
poignancy to my grief and remorſe, 


1 ſhall only inform you that your 


ſiſter was totally forgotten, and an 
unguarded moment of youthful paſ- 
ſion made me maſter of the affections 
of Anzoletta. I ſee you ſtart with 
horror. at my perfidy; but L call heaven 
to witneſs, that I ſolemnly purpoſed to 
make her my wife, as ſoon as we could 
find means to eſcape from the TOE 
of her father. 


cc In 
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5 In vain did Morenſki, to whom T 
| -confided the fuccets of my paſſion, 
though not the fatal extent of it, re- 


F preſent to me the difficulty of execu- 
ting the plan which my ardent imagi- 
nation had ſuggeſted ; nor could his 

5 honor permit him to aſſiſt our flight. 

Compelled therefore to quit the caſ- 


tle, for the count now ſeemed ſuſ- | 


— — — N 
—— — — 
—— — 


yrs — 
— — 


Picious of my conduct, and uneaſy at | I 


— 


oer ſtay, after concerting with Anzo- d 


— 


5 
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letta (who tondly imagined ſhe could Jt 
rely on the tenderneſs of her brother) n 
the means of our correſpondence, 1 IJ * 
retired from her with my heart filled ; 11 
N ff with a prophetic ſadneſs, and J ſhould | b 
bl! certainly have been guilty of the ex- Y © 
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1 travagance of returning to her caſtle, 
and enly demanding her of the 
1 count, had I not, on my arrival at 
Warlau, received letters from my 
ö father's ſteward, acquainting me that 
my unhappy parent having loſt a prin- 
| cipal part of his fortune by the failure 
caſ- | of an eminent houſe in Holland, en- 
ſuſ- N 
y at 
120 | 
ould l 
ther) [ 
de, 1 and the painful reflection of his hav- 
filled | 


treated my immediate return to 
England, « though (added the good 
domeſtic) you will arrive, 1 fear, too 
late to receive his laſt adieu, for the 


melancholy occaſioned by this event, 


ing, by his youthful indiſcretion, em- 


barraſſed his eſtates ſo much, as to 
compel him to mortgage them for 
their 


14 XNZZOLETTA ZA DOSEKT. 

c In vain did Morenſki, to whom 1 
confided the fuccets of my paſſion, 
though not the fatal extent of it, re- 
preſent to me the difficulty of execu- 


ting the plan which my ardent imagi- 


nation had ſuggeſted; nor could his 


honor permit him to aſſiſt our flight. 
Compelled therefore to quit the caſ- 


tle, for the count now ſeemed ſuſ- 


pPicious of my conduct, and uneaſy at f 
Oer ſtay, after concert ing with Anzo- ö 
letta (who fondly imagined ſhe could | 
rely on the tenderneſs of her brother) 
the means of our correſpondence, 1 
retired from her with my heart filled ; 
with a prophetic ſadneſs, and 1 ſhould | 
certainly have been guilty of the ex- 
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5 travagance 
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treated my immediate 
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1 ravagance of returning to her caſtle, 
: and o52aly demanding her of the 
i count, had 1 not, on my arrival at 
j Warſaw, received letters from my 
f father's ſteward, acquainting me that 
| my unhappy parent having loſt a prin- 
T cipal part of his fortune by the failure 


of an eminent houle in Holland, en- 


return to 
England, though (added the good 


i domeſtic) you will arrive, I fear, too 
late to receive his laſt adieu, for the 


melancholy occaſioned by this event, 


and the painful reflection of his hav- 


ing, by his youthful indiſcretion, em- 

barraſſed his eſtates ſo much, as to 

compel him to mortgage them for 
their 
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their full value, and enter into trade, 
(in which he was hitherto ſucceſsful) 
had brought on a ſeries of complaints, 
which the phyſicians apprehended 
would terminate in a rapid decline. 


In reflect ions on the unhappy | 
fate of this tender, this 200 indulgent 
father, I for ſome moments forgot 


even my adored Anzoletta, but I was 


ſoon awakened by the recollection that 1 
J had now loſt the means of ſupport- l 
ing her in my own country, in even a f 
ſtile of common decency, and that 1 | 
was alſo compelled by filial duty, to 


quit her, uncertain of the event of her F 2 
' brother's mediation, 


« Morenſki 


>& 
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4 Morenſki, too, that dear friend. 


to whom I intruſted the contents of 


my diſpatches from Britain, urged me 


to depart. * Your honor, your duty 
Tequires this ſacrifice of you. Would 


you permit an inconſiderate paſſion to 


3 retain you from your dying father; or 


have you ſo little fortitude as to ſuffer 
the proſpect of preſent gratification 
to involve Anzoletta in all the horror 
of poverty. I was but too well con- 
winced by his arguments. I leſt 
Warſaw, aſter con \mending to his care 
the idol of my ſoul, from whom I ex- 
pected to hear ſhortly. © And O! that 


I had dared to have Been finder to 


VOL IL. S confets 
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confeſs to this be? of men our mutual 
guilt, our mutual misfortune, 
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| 1 On myarrival in England, I found 
| fit my father no more, and my mother in 
| | law inconſolable for his loſs ; and to 
| Ilf | add to our diſtreſs, I was informed by 
| | Walters (our old ſteward) that my 
I" | father's affairs were even in a worle 
| l ſtate than my apprehenſions had cone 
10 je I. however, incautiouſly 
lll! | adminiſtered to a will, which he had 
[| made previous to his misfortune, and 
lll | a few months after found myſelf ruined 
0 beyond redemption : yes, I was ar- 


reſted and made a priſoner, while 
Anzoletta, my lovely, betrayed Anzo- 
letta 


al 
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Jetta groaned in a captivity ſtill more 
ſevere, while ſhe bewept my abſence 
with all the tenderneſs -of youthful 
love, and ſacrificed her life to the con- 


4equences of her attachment to me 


« But here let me pauſe,” ſaid Beau- 
champ, exhauſted by the violence of 
is emotions; and the Earl, after 
perſuading him to take ſome refrefh- 
ment, retired and left him to attempt 
to compoſe his diſordered mind by 
1l2ep. 


When Lord Fitz-Vernon returned 


to his apartment 1n the evening, after 


anany fruitleſs conjectures on the fate 


1 of 
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of. the loſt Anzoletta, (for none of the 
meſſengers were come back) Mr. 
Beauchamp, who perceived the curio- 
ſity of his friend was forcibly intereſted 
in the hiſtory of his misfortunes, thus 
proceeded. After a painful and 
agonizing ſuſpenſe of five months, I 
at length received news from Poland ; 
but, Oh, God! how dreadful was its 


import; but read (continued he, pre- 


ſenting a pacquet of papers to Lord 
Fitz-Vernon) theſe dear, theſe ſacred 


- memorials of a friendſhip the moſt ex- 


alted that ever warmed the breaſt of 
man. Theſe letters, which I preſerved 
through my ſubſequent calamities, if 
indeed any affliction, however ſevere, | 


4 can 
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can deſerve that name, from a being 
who has been ſtruck to the heart by 
the intelligence they contain, and 


ſpare me the recapitulation of a tale ſo 


horrible.“ 


The Earl, with a trembling hand, 
unfolded the papers; and Beauchamp, 
with a deep and convulſive ſigh, 


Z threw hirafelf on his bed, and covering 


his face with the counterpane, ſeemed 
to ſhrink from the obſervation of the 
Earl, who, with eager curioſity, began 
to peruſe the pacquet. 


E 3 LETTER 


22 ANZOEETTA ZADOSKIN.. 


i | LETTER. I. 

| * TO CHRIST. BEAUCHAMP, ESO. 

| Venice, July 27. 
| „Oh! how ſhall I attempt to take 
| up my pen to you my dear, unhappy 
| Beauchamp, or aſſume ſufficient for- 
| titude or firmneſs of nerve to relate to 
| you the fate of Anzoletta,—that 


angel, on whom my earlieſt affections 
were fixed, and whom. you. have be- 
trayed to deſtruction ;. but pardon my 
reproaches, they are now become. a 
cruelty too ſevere even for your 
wretched friend to inflict. The tale 
I have. to tell you. wall ſufficiently 


avenge 
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avenge the murdered object of my love 


and your /!/icit paſſion, Yet even J. 
who loved her with no common 
ardor, can now pity her ſeducer ; and, 
Oh! would to heaven I could fly to 
conſole him. Senfible too late of my 
folly in expoſing two young perfons 
fo con{picuouſly lovely to the dan- 
gerous attraftions of each other, 1 
_ weep, I regret, but I will no longer 
re-criminate. Ves, I will repreſs all tie 
diſtracting anguiſh of my boſom, and 
endeavour to relate to you the dread- 
ful ſeque] of your amour. Painful 
effort, what do you not coſt me; but 
J have promiſed to be coherent ;: to 


C 4 probe 


/ 
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probe no more to the quick the- 
wound I fear incurable. 


« When you left me at Warſaw, in 
anxious hope of hearing (through the. 
Channel we had agreed on) intelli- 
gence of Anzoletta, I flattered my- 
ſelf that change of ſcene, and the 
hurry of buſineſs. in which I forelaw. 
you would be engaged on your arri- 
val in England, ard abſence. on the: 
| part of Miſs Zadoſki, would recall. 
| you both to the dominion of that 
reaſon which your mutual attachment. 

had blinded. I regretted, though 


loving you too well to be jealous an 


wilufion I had in fome mzature given ve 
birth 
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3 birth to; for 1 believed, even while 
che violence of your tranſports obli-- 
ged me to ſooth you with hope, the 
obſtacles to your union were inſur- 
mountable. I knew too well the in- 
flexible ſternneſs of Zadoſki's charac- 
ter to hope any thing from the inter- 
ference of his ſon, who I learned had g 
joined Zorbell. at Peterſburgh, and in 
a ſhort time afterwards was credibly 
informed had paid his addreſſes to the. 


niece of the baron ; convinced upon. 
inquiry that the. truth of this circum- - 
{tance was indubitable, I was reluc-- Z 
tantiy compelled to conſider the fate 
of your love as decided, and for ſome 
weeks remained in a hopeleſs ſtate of | 


dejection. 


. eo rt Wren on nn 
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dejection. While I conſidered the 
deſperate ſituation of the friends I ſo j 
tenderly loved, when my auguſt # 


| maſter was again pleaſed to ſummon 1 
| me from the retirement of my anxious 3 
Rate of mind had rendered agreeable 1 
to _ n W me on 5 ſecret , 
| negotiation in Courland. This was 
| concluded in a ſhort time, and on my ; 
| return to Warlaw, my firſt wiſh was 4 
| to obtain news of my friends ; I found 
| at my hotel ſeveral letters from you; ; 
| they contained only complaints of 
| filence and remonſtrances on my un- 
[ kindneſs, together with a detail of - 
| your embarraſſed fituation, and anxi- | 
| | ous expreſſions of tacertitude in regard | 
| to 


* 
7 
= : 
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Anzoletta. Her ſilence was indeed 
to me equally myſterious and alarm- 
ing; but on my repairing to the 
court, the film, which illuſive hope 


had ſpread over the eye of reaſon, was 
diſſolved. 


The firſt news that met my ears 
was, that Zadoſki having been im- 


peached for a traiterous correſpen- 


dence, had fled, accompanied by his. 
ſon and the Baron de Zorbell ; but 


that, previous to their flight, Anzo- 


Jetta had myſteriouſly diſappeared, 


and it was ſuſpected that the count 


had added murder to the guilt of trea- 
fon... 


— ww” & 
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&« A dreadful, a prophetic appre- 
henſion at that moment flaſhed on 
my imagination ; recollected the 
heſitation of your manner, when you 
confided to me the fucceſs of your 
paſſion, the. intereſting energy with 
which Anzoletta conjured me to faci- 
Utate her flight with you, and impreſ- 
ſed with a ſenſe of her danger, I retired 
from the circle, reſolved to depart that 
night for the caſtle, where I hoped to 
gain ſome intelligence of her; for 1 


could not believe even the vindictive g 


count guilty of a crime ſo horrible, ſo 
repugnant to the feelings of human 


nature, as that which he had been 


n of. 
1 
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. I I arrived in ſafety a: the 11:tle vil- 
n I lage of Lutwitz, in the. confines of 
ie Þ I the domains of the caſtle, where I 
| 1 learned, to my unſpeakable chagrin, 
42d q that the family of Zadoſki were re- 


th ö ported to have quitted the caſtle, and 
- every thing of value ſold or pillaged 
e- by the ſoldiers, who had been ſent to 
ed apprehend the count. Yet not con- 
lat tented with this information, I deter- 
to mined to viſit it myſelf; and leaving 
| 1 my two ſervants at the inn, I pro- 


cceded alone through the foreſt to 
the manſion of Zadoſki: here all was 
ſolitary and deſolate indeed; the walls 
were diſmantled even of the faded 
arras with which they were hung; the 

pictures 
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pictures torn from their frames, and 
every thing expreſſive of the devaſta- 


tion occaſioned by the ill-diſciplined 


band, who had been deputed to ſearch it. 
J knew, however, the caſtle had apart- WM: 


ments impervious to common obſer- 


vers; and aſcending the audience-cham- 


ber, I perceived the little door, which 


J recollected to lead by a ſpiral ſtair- . 
caſe to the ſubterranean of the build- 5 
Ang, ſtill faſtened, with a ſtrong effort N 
forced it open, and deſcended to the ; 
cells below: in one of which I diſ- 
covered traces of a human inhabitant; | 


it appeared newly covered with mat- 


ting, and a mattraſs, with other bed 


cloaths, lay in one corner of the floor: 


there 
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there was alſo a ſmall table and a 


4 
© 
"8 


a- lamp, but no voice returned to my 
cries, which echoed long through the 
it. range of theſe diſmal dungeons. My 


rt- I taper was nearly exhauſted, and the 

er- lamp ſeemed to have been extinguiſhed 

m- i for want of oil; and I was preparing 
ich | 


to quit this dreary abode, when my 
air- 4 attention was arreſted by a handker- 
d- | chief on the floor, which I remem- 
fort : bered to have given Anzoletta, (it was- 
the ; the work of ſome Nuns) and I had 
preſented it to her, on my return from 
Paris; I took it up, and ſhaking it, 
heard ſomething drop on the ground - 
it was a picture; and the golden chain 
by which it had been ſuſpended ap- 


peared 
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peared torn from the boſom of the 3 1 

wearer. I held it up to the light—it | 

„ was your s, Beauchamp, that very 3 

| Portrait for which you had ſet to Boi- 5 
leau at Paris. I ſhuddered as 1 looked | 

on it-: I knew it was the deareſt | 

| treaſure of Anzoletta, and 1 fancied | 

he had relinquiſhed it only with her | 

life. She is then indeed no more, | | 

{cried 1, in the accents of deſpair) ſhe 

1 is murdered!” The gloomy walls | 
| long reverbed with the ſound © mur- 
.dered!” and in a ftate of diſtraction, 
no language is adequate to deſcribe. 
I wiidly quitted the caſtle, and heed- 
lets of the approaching darkneſs, plun- 
ged through broken paths, often in- 
terſected 
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terſected by the roots of the trees into 
the boſom of the wood. The deepen- 
ing ſhades of the evening now feebly 
illumined the glades that intervened 


at diſtant ſpaces, till the moon, riſing 


from bekind the mountains that ter- 


minated the foreſt, darted a faint ray 
of light between the boles of the trees. 
At length I arrived on the bank of a 
mall river, whoſe rapid waters {ailing 
over the broken declivity of a rock, 
ſwept with its foaming current the 
vale beneath. After ſearching for 
ſome time for a paſſage over this 
ſtream, I was fortunate enough to 


deicry a little wooden bridge, which 


ſeemed to conſiſt only of a ſingle 


VOL. 17. D plank, 
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plank, fortified by a flight railing ; 
in the centre of which, by the glim- 
merings of the moon, I fancied I per- 


ceived a female figure, whoſe white 


garments waved lucidly in the breeze. 


The extreme anxiety of my mind, 


the ſcenes I had traverſed, together 
with the lonelineſs of the place and 
lateneſs of the hour, for ſome minutes 
ſo far weakened my imagination, as 
to render me doubtful whether the 
figure before me was not of a ſuper- 
natural order of beings, and I ſtarted 
aſide for a moment, and ſtood con- 
cealed behind the boles of ſome lin- 


den trees. My attention, however, 


was ſoon arreſted, by hearing a low 


and 


Y 
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and tremulous voice exclaim * Eter- 


nity!” and advancing towards the 


bridge, I diſcovered the forlorn fe- 


male, leaning with her arm over the 
rail, as if contemplating the curling 
ſurge of the waters beneath. Eter- 


nity! (repeated the voice) how drear, 


how vaſt the idea! how incompre- 
henſible, how loſt in incertitude ! but, 
alas! (continued the wanderer) what 
right have I to involve in my dark 
fate my innocent infant, or how ruſh 
unbidden into the preſence of a Deity, 
whoſe'laws I have violated ; yet what 
elfe remains for me!' She pauſed, as 
if heſitating, and fearful of her perpe- 
trating the dreadful act her deſpair 

„ bad 
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had ſuggeſted, I now ruſhed forward, 
and graſping her arm, entreated her, 
with all the wild energy of fear, to de- 
ſiſt from a purpoſe ſo dreadful, fo re- 
puznant to the feelings of humanity, 
{o oppoſite to the decrees of the Moſt 
High! She ſhrieked wildly on my 
approach, and exclaimed, in a voice 
rendered almoſt inarticulate by her 
terror, And who art thou, who thus 
dareſt to intrude on the haunts of 
deiparr ? Canſt thou miniſter to the 
pangs of remorſe, and a broken heart? 
or, wearing the ſemblance of man, is 
thy heart. ſuiceptible of the divine 
power of truth, or alive to .the ſoft 
pleadings of charity ?? 

« At 
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At this moment the moon broke 
with new effulgence from a cloud; 
and fixing my eyes on the ſtranger, I 
beheld by its pale radiance your An- 
zoletta, my beloved, betrayed, and 


' undone Anzoletta. Ah! lovely, 


unfortunate, (cried I, in a voice trem- 
bling with agony) do you no longer 
then recollect Morenſki ? the friend 


of your youth, the adoring lover, 


whom your coldneſs has undone ?'— 


« Morenſk1 ! (repeated ſhe) Morenſki! 
Oh, heavens ! but thy will be done!” 
then raiſing her hand to her forehead, 
as pauſing to recall her purpole, ſhe 
beckoned me to follow her, after ex- 
claiming, * Huſh ! ſoftly !' and look- 
3 ing 
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ing round her with the vigilant cau- 
tion of one who feared . Fol ey: 


* At PR we arrived at the door 
of a cottage, which was opened by an 
old woman, who cried, * Oh my 
dear lady, where have you been? the 
night is cold and ſtormy, and the 
dear babe has cried ſadiy.“ Anzo- 
Jetta then approached a little pallet- 
bed; and taking her child to her 
boſom, faid, in a low, tremulous tone, 
« Bekvid, Morenſki, the offspring of 
your friend, will you not preſerve the 
daughter of Beauchamp r' f 


« Judge, 
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44 Judge, Oh, my friend, what were, 
my ſenſations as ſhe preſented to me 


your daughter; while bitter tears by 


from her fair eyes fell faſt on her in- 
fant countenance. 4 preſſed her to 
my heart; and Oh! forgive me, Beau; 
champ, if in that moment ſo trying, 
ſo tender to an impaſſioned heart, for- 


give me, if, while I vowed to protect 


her from the ferocious rage of her 


Vvindictive family, I earneſtly entreated 
her mother to give me the fulleſt 
claim to become her guardian. Yes, 
I ſaw only Anzoletta innocent, artleſs, 
and inexperienced, betrayed by, and 
deeply regretting the unguarded in- 
dulgence of a too fond attachment. 

D 4- | A 
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A ſhort, a ſolemn pauſe ſucceeded | 
while I knelt at her feet, bedewing 
the faireſt hands in the world with 
tears of heart-felt anguiſh. * No, 
Morenſki, (rephed the angel) do not 
think ſo meanly of me. Anzoletta, 
who rejected your love when inno- 
cent, and worthy of it, is not yet fo 
degraded, ſo loſt to virtue, as to avail 
herfelf of your unguarded generoſity, 
or ſully your profpects in life by an 
unien with her now difhoncured; 
riſe, my friend, and if indeed I am 
{till dear to you, protect, for my ſake, 
this unforturate babe. I fwre to 


adopt her as my own, and ycu muſt 


ſuffer: 
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ſuffer me, Beauchamp, to accompliſh 
my vow. | 


Aa. 


e Anzoletta then procceded, when 


a little calmer, to acquaint me, that 


finding her ſituation become every 
day more liable to be diſcovered, and 
hearing no intelligence of you, ſhe had 
formed the reſolution of departing, | 
from the caſtle, in the hope of finding 
me at Warſaw, where fhe flattered 
herſelf ſhe might by my aſſiſtance give 
birth to the unhappy fruit of your 
mutual error in ſecurity, and after 
wards proceed to England in ſearch 
of you This enterpriſe, however 
hazardous, was preferable to riſquing 
the 
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the reſentment of her cruel: father, 
whoſe diſpoſition ſhe was too well ac- 
quainted with to hope for mercy ; and 
the intimate connexion between her 
brother and Zorbell, rendered her 
former hopes of his interference in her 
favor totally deſperate. Thus urged 


by deſpair, ſhe had acquired courage 


to inform old Auguſtin, her foſter- 
father, of her ſituation; and the good 
old woman had ſecretly arranged the 
means of her eſcape, when Count 
Zadoſki moſt unexpectedly. returned 
to the caſtle, attended by the' Baron 
Zorbell. The confuſion with which 
ſhe met the eye of her father, the diſ- 


traction which enſued on his com- 


manding 
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manding her to prepare to accept the 


baron for a huſband the following 
day totally vanquiſhed her fortitude: 
ſhe raved, called loudly on your name, 


implored you to reſcue her and your 


unborn babe; and at length ex- 
hauſted by her terror, ſunk fenſeleſs 
at the feet of her father, who was now 
too fully appriſed of his diſhonor. 
What became of me afterwards I know 
not ; (continued Anzoletta) but when 
I recovered my ſenſes, I found myſelt 
in the matted chamber, in the ſubter- 
rancan of the caſtle, and my father 
and Zorbell by my fide. She muſt, 
ſhe ſhall die.'—Alas ! death would 
have been welcome to me, was I to 


have 
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have met the ſtroke alone; but the 
dear offspring of Beauchamp, that 
convulſively throbbed within me, and 
ſeemed to plead for its exiſtence, 
prompted me to endeavour to depre- 
cate his rage. With frantic wildneſs 
he tore from my boſom the portrait 


of my lover, and graſping my arm, 


' forcibly preſented a dagger to my 


boſom. Ves, wretch, (cried the 


count) I ſwear by my beſt hopes of 


heaven | to extirpate not only your- 
ſelf and your infant from the earth, 


but to purſue, with endleſs hatred and 


vengeance, your accurſed ſeducer to 


the fartheſt extent of the globe. At 
that moment he raiſed his arm, pre- 


pared 
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pared to plunge his dagger in my bo- 
for, and I gave myſelf up for loſt, 
when a ſervant haſtily entered, crying, 
Fly, my lord! you are purſued, 


the guards have entered the caſtle, 


; 1 and we ſhall be made priſoners.” My 
- father turned pale, daſhed me from 
. him on the floor, and again my ſenſes | 
y . failed me. How long I lay in this | 
0 1 ſtate of inſenſibility I know not; but 
* when I awoke I found myſelf alone, 
-- and the lamp which they brought 
b. with them nearly exhauſted: all was 
8 i ſilent; and after liſtening a few 
is 1 minutes at the door of my dungeon, 


I proceeded, with a kind of deſperate 
reſolution, to aſcend to the upper 


apartments. 
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apartments. Here every thing pre- 
ſented a ſcene of deſolation · the 
chambers were diſmantled, the cloſets 
forced open, and the floor of my fa- 
ther's library ſtrewed with books; 


his eſcrutore was ſplintered in many 


| 

| 

| | places, and the drawers open and 
| " emptied; and Oh! fight of horror 
| the carpet covered with blood; in 
„ ſhort, I found the caſtle wholly de- 
ſerted; and, with trembling ſteps, I 


directed my way towards the cottage 


of Janette, my nurſe's ſiſter, heedleſs 
of obſervation, and careleſs of purſuit. 
On my entering this little cabin, I 
perceived, to my infinite conſterna- 
| tion, good old Auguſtin, bleeding and 
[|| | ſupported 
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ſypported by Janette and a on 
peaſant her ſon.'—O ! my dear lady, 
(cried he, fpringing towards me) are 
you then alive; how I rejoice to ſee 


you have eſcaped our cruel lord, and 
the ferocity of the ſoldiers who were 


ſent to apprehend him.“ Nature, 


powerful nature! made me ſhudder 


at theſe words. Where is my father, 
(cried I wildly) has he eſcaped. . O 


yes, I believe ſo; (returned Auguſtin, 
ſhaking his head) he and the baron 


fought bravely, but the captain of 


the guard had ſecured his papers. 
* What was the crime imputed to 
them ?” ſaid I.—* Treaſon, and pleaſe 
your ladyſhip;* and here exhauſted 
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moved my fears for his life ; it was 


the baron, who had doubtleſs quitted ; 


by loſs of blood, Auguſtin fainted. 
The arrival of a ſurgeon (on whoſe 
entrance I retired) ſoon, however, re- 


only a fleſh wound, and he was put 
to bed. My own ſituation now be- 
came intolerable ; the pangs of child- 
birth had ſeized me, and I ſummoned 
by my cries Janette to my aſſiſtance. 
She was already acquainted with. my 
fad ſtory by Auguſtin, and generouſly 
entreated me to accept her bed and 
command her ſervices. The good 
creature conjured me to calm my 
ſpirits, aſſured me I was out of the j 


reach of danger from my father and J 


the 
= 
= 
1 

* 
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the country, and begged I would per- 
mit her to recall the ſurgeon, who 
had not long quitted-the cottage ; and 
though I trembled left he ſhould be- 
tray me, the violence of my ſufferings 
induced me to conſent; and after 
ſeven hours of intolerable anguiſh, 1 
gave birth to this dear babe; injured 
by the agonies I had endured, and the 
fall I had received at the caſſle, one 
low and feeble cry (which pierced my 
very ſoul) was all the indications of 
life ſhe gave for many hours an afflic- 
tion ſo ſoft, ſo exquiſite, filled my 
palpitating breaſt, as I regarded the 
daughter of Beauchamp, the child of 
my love; that 1 ſhould have thought 

VOL, 11. 1 that 
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that moment an ample compenſation 
for all my woes, had I not feared for 
her life: in a few days, however, ſhe be- 
gan to mend, and take from my boſom 
her natural {uitenance. In the mean 
time, Auguſtin grew better, and pro- 


poſed to me that Lewis ſhould viſit 


the caſtle, and ſee if he could collect 
any part of my wardrobe, which, as 
my chamber was at the end of a long 


gallery, might poſſibly have eſcaped 


the oblervation of the ſoldiery; and 
Lewis very ſucceſsfully executed his 
commiſſion, climbing the wall, and 
aſcending through a broken caſement, 
a few articles of apparel were left, but 


my jewels were gone; and, in ſhort, 


the 
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the whole caſtle had been pillaged. 
He had alſo learned from a peaſant 
who reſided near it, that a ſecond de- 
tachment had viſited it, and faſtened 


the outer-gates, after loading them- 


{elves with the ſpoils ; that, having 
liſtened to their converſation, he had 


overheard them bitterly deplore their 


i fortune in not having been ſent in 


ſufficient force on the firſt expedition, 
'The count fought like a madman, ſaid 
one; and if our comrades had not 
been too eager for plunder, we {hould 
have taken them both ; and there 18 
a reward of a thouſand crowns offered 
for their apprehenſion, beſides the caſh 


and jewels which they no doubt had 


E 2 about 


52 ANZOLETTA ZADOSKI. 


about them, for they have been traced 
to Dantzick.“ This intelligence 
greatly alleviated my fears for my pre- 
ſent ſafety ; but how was I to ſubſiſt 


in future; unable to work, if indeed 
my health could be reſtored, with no 
proſpect of hearing from you or Beau- 
champ, the agony of mind 1 endured 
was inexpreſſible; and at length per- 
ceiving the reſources of my hoſpi- 
table hoſts were nearly exhauſted, I 
inſiſted on parting with my apparel; 
but the faithful Auguſtin prevented 
the execution of this ſcheme, by urg- 
ing the danger of diſcovering the place 
of my concealment, to which ſuch a 
meaſure would naturally lead. In 

ſhort, 
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ſhort, (continued ſhe, deeply bluſh- 
ing) I had wandered forth to rumi- 
nate alone on my ſad condition; and 


paſſing the ftream where you found 
me, had almoſt formed the horrid re- 


ſolution of precipitating myſelt in the 


tide, when providence ſent you to my 


« And here, Beauchamp, Anzo- 
letta cloſed her narrative, on which I 


ſhall make no remarks, neither will I 


., Tecapitulate her lamentations of your 


abſence, or her bitter remorſe tor 
your mutual crime. What I have 
ſtill to relate will be a ſufficient puniſh- 


ment. 


E 3 « We 
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We remained at the cottage fora 
few days; and having diſpatched 


Lewis to Warſaw to-my agent, and 
written to court for leave to travel, I, 


together with Anzolctta, your daugh- 


ter, and the faithful Auguſtin, arrived 


at this place. 


« The health of Miſs Zadoſki had 
been, alas! irreparably injured by the 
violent treatment of her father previ- 
ous to the birth of her daughter ; and 
the grief which preyed cn her mind 
had brought on a flow fever, which 
rendered the journey very unealy to 
her. She had hitherto nurſed ber 


baby herieif, whom I had baptized by 
her 
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her name; but as ſoon as we were 
ſettled, I, by the advice of her phy- 
ficians, hired another ſervant to attend 


her, and {he was weaned. 


7 


« But let me not dwell on a theme 
which ſo cruelly tortures my memory, 
The victim of a tyrannic father, and 
a too thoughtleſs lover, lingered only 
a few weeks, and then expired, after 
commending her child to my care, 
repeating your name. | 


« And here let me pauſe, and leave 
you to reflect on the dreadful conſe- 
quences ariſing from an illicit amour. 

„TAE CHEVALIEXR MokENskI.“ 
— LETTER 
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LETTER 1. 


Venice. 

« You have by this. time, my dear 
Beauchamp, wept over the fate of 
Anzoletta; you have given to re- 
morie the hgh of anguiſh, the bitter. 
tear of repentance. Let us now turn. 
to a more plealing theme. Your 
little girl, who promiſes to conſole me 
for the unhappy deftiny of my friends, 
ſhe 1s indeed a lovely child, ard more 
healthy than could have been ex- 
pected, from the ſevere ſufferings of 
her mother The dying injunctions 
of the angelic Anzoletta bequeathed 


her 
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her to my care; and I flatter myſelf 


you will not ſuffer even paternal love 


to wreſt her from me. Had her child, 
been a ſon, I had not fo forcibly felt 
the ſacredneſs of the bequeſt ; but 
the fate of her mother makes me trem- 
ble at the thought of committing her 
to your care, af. leaſt till education. 
ſhall have ſtrengthened the ſeeds of 
virtue in her boſom, and riper years 
corrected the precipitancy and warmth 
of your diſpoſition, Befides, Beau- 
champ, you may marry : your fun, 
though clouded, is not ſet; and I. 
am, I own, weak enough to diſlike my 
little Anzoletta's being ſubjected to 
the controu! of a woman, who, as your 


wife, 
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may look down with contempt on 
that offspring the world ſtiles illegiti- 
mate; the implacable hatred of Za- 
doſki too will probably purſue you 
both, and with me her retreat will be 
leſs liable to ſuſpicion. In the hope 
that you will conſent to my retaining 
your child, I have already ſo diſpoſed 
of my effects, as to enable me not 
only to bring up my adopted daugh- 
ter in a ſtile worthy her parents, but 
to leave at my deceaſe a competence, 
ſhould your adverſe ſtars prevent you 
from contributing to her fortune. 
Let me, however, hear from you im- 
mediately, as I purpoſe retiring to a 
village in the vicinity of Rome: the 
carnival 
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carnival approaches, and the influx of 
firangers this feſtival uſually brings, 


may perhaps ſabje& me to unpleaſant 


Tecognitions. Zadoſki has been ſeen 


in the Italian fates, and his love of 


political 1ntrigue may probably tran- 


iport him here, as there are many of 


our malcontent countrymen in this 


city ; how dangerous a meeting be- 
tween us might prove, you will eaſily 
conjecture. 


As it is therefore poſſible un- 
foreſcen circumſtances may render my 
departure neceſfary before F can re- 
ceive your anſwer, direct to me at 
Signior La Poſtas, banker at Rome. 


41 
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J am at this moment interrupted : 
what dreadful intelligence has my 
viſitor communicated ; alas! my 
dear, unhappy Beauchamp, is it poſſi- 


ble you are in priſon, groaning in 


confinement, already oppreſſed be- 


.yond endurance. How muſt my 


former letter have diſtreſſed you 


how I do execrate myſelf for having 


written it: for God's ſake, however, 


accept the incloſed letter of credit 
for five thouſand crowns for your im- 
mediate wants, and let me know what 
J can do for you. 

„TE CHEVALIER MORENSK1,” 


«« Such, 
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« Such, ſaid Beauchamp, were the 
epiſtles of my generous friend; the 
effect they produced was diſtraction. 
For ſeveral days I remained inſen- 


ſible, parched with fever, and raving 
continually of my murdered Anzo- 


letta; copious bleedings, and great 


medical fkill, reſtored me, however, 


to reaſon, and ſhe returned with her 
ſoul-harrowing attendant reflection. 
What mine were when I ventured 
again to peruſe Moreriſki's letters, no 
language can do juſtice to; ſuffice it 
to ſay, I acquieſced with his wiſhes in 
regard to my child, whom I felt I was 
unworthy to call my own; though 
my heart was not corrupt, my morals 

5 had 


1 
„ 
it 
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had been irregular, the reparation 1 
meant to have made her mother was 
now beyond my power: I could never 
eraſe the ſtigma of her birth; and 
this .cruel circumſtance, the delicacy 
of her fex conſidered, rendered this 
reflection intolerable. I was alſo a 
bankrupt in fortune, and could only 


entail on her poverty and diſgrace ; - a 


1 therefore conſented to let her remain 
with Morenſki, who, on his arrival at 
Rome, took on him his mother's name 
Polletti,—the Count Zadoſki having 
gleaned intelligence of him at Venice, 
and attempted to. bribe a ſervant to 
ſteal from him my charming infant. 


« Convinced 


wo 


ced 
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4 Convinced that I ſhould not in- 
jure my friend, by availing myſelf of 
his generous offer, I accepted the let- 
ter of credit, obtained my diſcharge, 


and impelled by paternal affection, 


(after ſettling my affairs, which turned 


out more advantageouſly than I had 


| reaſon to expect) viſited him at his 
retirement in the Campagna di Roma. 


My ſweet babe was then two years 
old, and J fancied I beheld in her 
little features a ſtriking reſemblance of 
her unfortunate mother. After paſ- 
ſing ſome weeks in this delightful re- 
treat, which contained all my heart 
held dear, it was agreed on that J 
ſhould return to England; from 


_ whence, 


| wreck of my property, I ſhould em- 
bark for India —a ſcheme which I fo 4 
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1 after diſpoſing of the little a 


far executed, as to ſail from the Downs 


on board an Indiaman bound to 


Bombay; but my uſual ill fortune 
again purſued me war had been de- 
clared between Great-Britain and | 
Spain, and we had parted from our 


convoy in a hard gale of wind; ve 


were captured by the St. Salvador, a 


Spaniſh man of war, and. carried into 
Cadiz. Here 1 languiſhed for many 
months in a loathſome confinement, 


from whence 1 was releaſed Ly the 1n- 


terference of a good prieft, to whom | 


had related my hiſtory, and who, 


3 touched 


Ir, a 
into 
many 
ment, 
he in- 
hom | 
who, 
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touched with my misfortunes, recom- 
mended me ſo warmly to a merchant 
of his acquaintance, that he not only 
reccived me into his family as a clerk, 
but in a few years employed me on an 
expedition to Mexico, from which I 
derived no inconſiderable ſhare of the 


profits. 


« During my reſidence at Cadiz, 
I heard frecuently from my friend, 
who informed me that Zadoſki, ac- 
companied by Zorbell, had been at 
Rome, where they repreſented Mo- 
ren{ki as a vile adventurer, who was 
compelled ior fraud to quit his own 
country, after having ſtolen the grand- 


vol. 11. F daughter 
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daughter of the count, whom they 


declared themſelves in ſearch of ; that 
he had travelled through various parts 
of Italy with my child and Auguſtin, 
that his health was much impaired, 
and his affairs greatly deranged by the 
miſmanagement of his agent at War- 


ſaw. 


This intelligence grieved me to the 
ſoul; 1 wrote. to him, and remitted 
nine hundred crowns for the ſupport 
of my child, who I adviſed him-to 
Place in a convent for a few years; 
a plan which he reluctantly acceded 
to, and {till continued to reſide near 
her. I then employed the remainder 


2 


ANZOLETTA ZADOSKI. 67 


of my little ſtock in trade with my 
friend the merchant, and in a few 


years accompanied him again to 


Mexico, having previouſly agreed with 


Morenſk1, that if he ſhou'd find his 
retreat in the Tyrol again intruded on 
by the emiſſaries of Zadoſki, he 
ſhould inſtantly repair to England, 
apply to you, and acquainting you 
with my hiſtory, implore your advice 
and protection, ſhould it become 
neceſſary, for my child; after which, 
with my friend Don Sancho, we arri- 
ved ſafe at Paraguay, where we eſtab- 
liſhed ourſelves in a large houſe, hired 
domeſtics, and began to purſue with 
avidity the grand object of our voyage. 

F 2 My 
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cumſtances of her origin; and I flat- 


68 ANZOLETTA ZA DOs KI. 


My ſole wiſh, upon my arrival at the 
Spaniſh ſettlement here, was to ob- 
tain ſufficient wealth to return to my 
native country, in a capacity to re- 
claim and ſupport my daughter in a 
manner ſuitable to her birth. Poſ- 
ſeſſed of fortune, I knew the world 
would ſoon forget the reproachful cir- 


1 


tered myſelf that my heart, ſteeled by 
the recollection of her mother againfl 
the attractions of all other beauties, 
would invariably purſue this ſole de- 
ſign; but, alas! human nature is 
prone to err; and a little brunette, 
the daughter of a French merchant, 
reſident in the ſettlement, poſſeſſed 
| ſufficient 
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* 


ſufficient charms to ſhake my reſolu- 
tion. Mademoiſelle Ronbiron was 
about twenty-three years of age, gay, 
ſenſible, and gifted with a moſt agree- 
able figure and faſcinating addreſs, 
and in her ſociety, when wearied with 
the monotonous gravity of my Spaniſh 
friends, I was certain to find relief and 
amuſement. She was alſo equally 
weary with myſelf of the dull unifor- 
mity of their mode of life, and ſighed 


to return to Europe. A whole year 
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had elapſed e' er I became conſcious 
of the nature of my ſentiments for her, 
and I felt ſhocked at the diſcovery 
that they were ſuch as I conceived an 
inſult to the manes of Anzoictta. 
#-4 I 
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In vain, however, I endeavoured to- 


1 repreſs the intereſt T took in her wel- 
fare; in vain ſtrove by abſence to 
check the progreſs of my paſſion: my 


life became tedious; and, after much 
dieeliberation, T reſolved to confide to 
if her the hiſtory of my misfortunes, and 
|} implore her to become a mother, a 
| | : protectreſs to my child. I had already 
fl remitted a ſum of money equivalent 
0 to one thouſand pounds Engliſh to 
* my friend for the uſe of my daughter; 
| I knew his fortune was ruined by his 
| attachment to her, and prefled him 

warmly to repair to Paraguay ; where, 
by admitting him to a ſhare of our 
I buſineſs, he might be enabled in a 
li ſhort 
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ſhort time to amaſs a capital ſufficient 
to make him eaſy for life, but his 
reply was cold and unſatisfactory; it 
was dated from London, whither he 
had repaired, on the deſertion of his 
old domeſtic Auguſtin, who had ſud- 
denly diſappeared. He ſpoke in the 


higheſt terms of my daughter, and en- | 
treated my permiſſion to acquaint her 
with the ſtory of her parents calami- 
ties—a circumitance I had always in- 
ſiſted ſhe ſhould remain ignorent of; 
and obſerved that neither his health 


or inclination would permit him to 


accept my offer ; but flattered him- 


ſelf a few years would enable me to | 
1 A return to England to protect a card 
ort 4 o | 


8 — 


FT 2 
by 2 5 ** we I 
2 wn 7 ke 8 = ww = wa | 
A - r 1 — 


8 


r ae 


1 72 ANZOLETTA Z Aposk I. 


8 
yy" 


rg 

„ 

n — 
"7.5 


"tt ſo worthy of a parent's regard as was 


= 
* r : 
8 
; S 


— 
— 
— 


Hl | Anzoletta. 


« As love never fails to i mpute per- 
10 fection to its object, ſo I fancied Made- 
110 moiſelle Ronbiron would be equally 


I ſenſible with myſelf of the claims of 
W my dear, unhappy girl, and I flew to 
4 her with all the ardour of hope. 1 


declared to her, in the moſt unequivo- 
cal manner, the paſſion I had con- 
ceived ; and flattered by the apparent | 
tenderneſs with which ſhe liſtened to 


me, poured forth my fears, my anx1- 


eties, the detail of my woes into her 
boſom, and concluded with conjuring 
her to beitow her hand on me, and 


imme- 
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immediately accompany me to Bri- 


tain, where we might taſte happineſs 
in the ſociety of our friends, and the 
enjoyment of a moderate fortune. — 
But why need we leave Paraguay? 
(returned my fair miſtreſs, where we 
may live in ſplendor, increaſe your 
capital, and be enabled in a few years 
to return with eclat to Europe: for 
my own part, there is nothing that I 
deteſt ſo much as the idea of medio- 
crity; and as for the child of your 


Poliſh miſtreſs, have you not done 


enough for her? befides, your friend 


will doubtleſs provide for her, perhaps 
marry her, and I ſee no reaſon why 
a future family ſhould be impover- 

iſhed 
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iſhed, becauſe Miſs Zadoſki was in- 
diſcreet and you too attrattive.'—I 
gazed on her a moment in ſilence. 
Cold, ſhameleſs, and inſenſible wo- 


man, (cried I) how dareſt thou infult 


the memory of an angel, the feelings 


of a father? how fortunate am I to 
have diſcovered the depravity of heart 
which lurks beneath a form fo faſci- 
nating ; but I thank you, madam, 
for having torn the bandage from my 
eyes; for know, I prefer the daughter 
of my Poliſh miſtreſs to all the ſe- 
ductive graces of the female friend 
who dared calumniate her manes.'—1 
then flew from her in a tranſport of 


rage, and relolved inſtantly to arrange 


my 
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my affairs and return to England; 


1 but they were too extenfive to be 
2 eaſily ſettled; and I was detained ſeven. 
o- months longer in Mexico, and a 
lt whole year at Cadiz. 

188 

to « On my arrival in London, the 
art firſt news I heard was your acceſſion 
{ci- to the title and eſtates of your uncle. 
am, I flew to Fitz-Vernon Hall, where I 
my learned, to my infinite chagrin, the 


hter death of my beloved Morenſki, and 
f ſe- your generous protection of my daugh- 
ciend ter; and after weeping over the grave 
„of the beſt, the moſt amiable of 
M of friends, I repaired to town, cager to- 
range embrace the idol of my ſoul: but 


my heaven, 
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heaven, juſt in its deſigns, has thought 
fit to deprive me even of this laſt 
comfort; and Anzoletta, my dear 


Anzoletta, 1s loſt to me for ever.” 


conſole Mr. Beauchamp, by aſſuring 
him he had no doubt of her ſafety, but 
the effort was a feeble one. He ſe- 
cretly trembled at the idea of Za- 
doſki's vengeance, and no longer able 
to repreſs his own anxiety on her 
account, entreated his friend to en- 
deavour to repoſe, and retired to his 


own apartment. | 
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But it is now time to return to An- 


zoletta, who, with a palpitating heart, 


was purſuing her way to Hammer- 


ſmith, full of the fond hope of ſpee- 
dily embracing her father. Abſor- 
bed in this pleaſing idea, ſhe ſcarcely 
looked at her conductor, who ſeemed 
alſo a foreigner ; and when the coach 
ſtopped at the door of a lone houſe, at 
a ſmall diſtance from the road, ſhe, 
with trembling haſte, followed him 
up a flight of ſtairs into a ſpacious 


room, where two men, wrapped in 


long black cloaks, were walking with 
quick and agitated paces. 


cc The 
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«« The Lady,” ſaid her conductor. 

One of the ſtrangers turned round, 
and Anzoletta ſpringing foward, knelt 
at his feet, exclaiming, My father, 
any beloved, long-regretted father.” 
'The old man looked at her with a 
ſternneſs that terrified her. —< My 
father, (repeated ſhe, in a faltering 

voice) will you not {peak to me?“ 
„ Weak fool, that 1 am, (cried he, 
ſtamping and hurling from him a dag- 
ger which he had concealed in the 
folds of his cloak) I cannot look on 
that face and accompliſh my pur- 
pole 
The other gentleman now ap- 


3” 
. 


proached her, raiſed her from the floor, 
and 
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and looking attentively on her coun- 
tenance, ſighed deeply, © Such was 
once her mother, Zadoſki, (ſaid he, 
turning to the Count) all beauteous, 
gay, in hopeful youth, till blaſted by 
.the treachery of a villain. Behold 
her, my Lord, behold her perfect 
image, and ſay if you can immolate 
in the vengeance due to her crime 10 
lovely a creature.“ 
„ Can you, Zorbell, (replied the 
Count, ſternly) can you with me to 
ſpare this ſhame to my blood, the in- 
famous offspring of your contracted 
bride.” | 

<« can adviſe you to hiten to the 
dictates of humanity, to the plead- 


ings 
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ings of nature, nay more, I will pro- 
tect her.” 

« Take her, then, from my ſight, 
(cried tne Count, furiouſly) immure 
her in obſcurity, and never let the 
world again behold the diſgrace of 
the houſe of Zadoſki.“ 


Anzoletta, who had at the firſt 
mention of his name comprehended 
{ſomething of her danger, now fell 
ſenſeleſs in the arms of Zorbell, who 
well knowing the iraſcible diſpoſition 
of his friend, judged it expedient to 
remove her inſtantly from his pre- 
fence, but how to diſpoſe of her after- 
wards was a ſubject of infinite per- 


plexity. 


*ANZOLETTA ZADOSK1. $1 
Plexity. To ſuffer her to return to 
her friends was impoſſible ; the ex- 
poſure of ſo flagrant an attempt would 
involve their own ſecurity, and they 
had many - reaſons to avoid public | 
notice. At length recollecting that 
one of their ſociety (for their miſſion in 
England was no very honorable one) 
reſided in an old abbey on the borders 
-of Wales, whither he had retired on 
the moſt urgent motives, he deter- 
mined to difpatch her thither, under 
the conduct of the man who decoyed 
her to Hammerſmith ; and as ſoon as 
her recolle&ion returned, he aſſured 
her of her ſafety, provided ſhe would 
paſhvely ſubmit to accompany her 
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former guide to the place he directed, 
where ſhe ſhould be attended with the 
reſpect due to her ſex, and treated 
with kindneſs, ſo long as ſhe main- 
tained a total ſecrecy in regard to the 
interview with her grandfather, and 
confined herſelf to the boundaries 
aſſigned her. 


The timid Anzoletta, happy to 
have eſcaped the preſent danger, ſuf- 
fered hertelf to be conducted to a car- 
riage, which was ſoon prepared ; and 
incapable of reflecting on the propri- 
ety or the conſequences or this mea- 


lure, ſeated herſelf by her former con- 
ductor, 
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ductor, and travelled the firſt tage 


in a profound ſilence. 


On their arrival at -the inn where 
they were to change horſes, the com- 
panion of Anzoletta, whom we ſhall 
henceforth diſtinguiſh by the name of 
.Lodovitz, perceiving ſhe was faint, 
.and exhauſted by fatigue and agita- 
tion, entreated her-to take ſome ſlight 
.refreſhment ; and fearing to exaſpe- 
rate him by an 1l]-timed reſerve, ſhe 
accepted a little wine and water, and 
with difficulty ſwallowed a ſmall 
piece of biſcuit. The carriage was 
ſoon in readineſs, and the travellers . 
proceeded with a velocity that almoſt 

G 2 precluded 
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precluded the power of reflection, and 
it was but in incoherent ſtarts of fancy 
that Anzoletta endeavoured to con- 
jecture the alarm and aftoniſhment 
her abſence muſt have excited in the 
boſoms of thoſe dear friends from 
whom ſhe had been ſo baſely trepan- 

ned. She had ſtill, however, ſufficient 
fortitude to conſider her preſent ſitua- 
tion as not wholly deſperate; the indig- 
nant ſenſe of wounded honor which 
appeared to dictate the harſh and diſ- 
graceful epithets beſtowed on her by 
her grandfather, induced her to rely 
with ſecurity on his meafures for the 
protection of her own; and it ſhe felt 
a pang beyond what her preſent myſ- 


terious 


5 
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terious fituation mult naturally excite. 
in the timid breaſt of_a young and 
delicate female, it was from the con- 
ſideration that the diſgraceful circum- 
ſtances the Count declared to have 
attended her birth, would render her 
equally unworthy Lord Fitz-Vernon, 
and the ſtill more enamoured Paget; 
neither of whom ſhe deſpaired of meet- 
ing again, as ſhe was fully convinced 
no exertions would be wanting to 
diſcover. her retreat. 3 


Meanwhile the Count experienced 
an anguiſh of mind no leſs ſevere than 
did the tender friends who mutually 
lamented the loſt child of their affec- 
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tions ; he was racked with all the ter-- 
rors of remorſe and guilt ;. he trem- 


bled left the daring act he had perpe- 


frated ſhould lead to a diſcovery of 
practices fo highly repugnant to juſ- 
tice and puniſhable by the laws ; 
neither could the implacable hatred 
he had ſo long cheriſhed againſt the 
innocent offspring of his unhappy. 
daughter longer ſteel his boſom againſt 
the ſweet ſenſations of paternal love ; 
he 'recalled to his imagination the 
beautiful form of the ſweet girl who, 


with all the energy of filial love, had 


caſt herſelf at his feet, and ſaluted 


him by the endearing name of father; 


her gentle accents ſtill vibrated on his 


ear, 


| 


e —— 3 = 


ANZOLETTA ZADOSKLTI. 87 | 


ear, and there were moments when he 
was almoſt tempted to recall her to 


his embrace, implore her forgiveneſs 


for the wrongs intended her, and 


after obtaining her promiſe of ſecrecy 
till he and his affociates ſhould have 
time to quit the kingdom, reſtore her 


to her friends. But theſe kind and 


juſt reſolutions in her favor were 
quickly cffaced by the reflection that 
it was highly improbable his com- 
panions would conſent to quit a 
country where their nefarious prac- 
tices had been hitherto attended. with 
ſignal ſucceſs, and. it was even poſſible 
ſuch a propoſal alone might tempt 
them to betray him. 

| G 4 Count 
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Count Zadoſki, after having quit-- 
ted Poland, (as before related) toge- 
ther with Zorbell and his ſon, under 
the heavy imputation of having ac- 
cepted large ſums from a foreign 
power to {ſupport and head a faction, 
which has ſince excited the moſt 
alarming diviſions in that unhappy” 
country, had retired to Switzerland, 


where he remained ſome months,. 


brooding over his diſgrace and the 
diſhonour of his darling child. 
Defcended from a long and illuſtri- 
dus race of anceſtors, he had beerr 
taught to entertain the moſt .enthu- 


ſiaſtic veneration for high birth; and 


In 
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in every inſtance of his conduct, till 
his fatal connexion with Zorbell, he 
had diſplayed. the moſt rigid ſenſe of 
honor. Unamiable, however, in his 
diſpoſition, and auſtere in his man- 
ner, he had, notwithſtanding his ex- 
alted rank, been neglected by his ſfove-- 
_ reign, and his {on refuſed a poſt which 
he had exerted all his intereſt to ſo- 
licit ; and having expended, during 
his reſidence at Warſaw,. a much 
larger ſum than his ſtender fortune 
could afford, and diſappointed in the 
_ object of his views, he prepared to 
retire to his gloomy caſtle, diſguſted 
with the world and the court in par- 
ticular. 


At 
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At this criſis he became acquainted 


with the Baron de Zorbell, a man of 


large poſſeſſions, and character ſimilar 


to his own. — This nobleman had 


beheld the young and lovely Anzo- 
tetta at a balk, and trufting to the in- 


- fluence of his wealth, (for he was diſ- 


agreeable in his perſon and addreſs} 
immediately communicated his paſſion 
to her father, offering at the ſame 
time not only. to take her without any 


portion, but. likewiſe to aſſiſt his ſon % 


who accompanied him on his voyage 
to Ruſſia; on his return from which 


was determined his marriage with - 
Miſs Zadoſki ſhould be ſolemnized. 
Already diſcontented with the neglect 


on 
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of his ſovereign, and embarraſſed in 
his affairs, it was no difficult matter 
to perſuade the. Count to enter into 
the ſchemes of Zorbell, and Zadoſki 
was ſoon at the head of a faction, ſe- 
cretly plotting the deſtruction of the 


monarchy, and preparing for their 


country a new ſyſtem of government, 
and the heavieſt ſubjection to a fo- 
reign yoke. He wanted, however, 
the cool firmneſs of the Baron, who 
was well verſed in diſſimulation; and | 
by his unguarded zeal for the. cauſe | 
he had embarked in, ſoon furniſhed. 
his enemies with. ſufficient ground for 
ſuſpicion: this diſcovery, however, 
did not much alarm him: he relied 
of 


— — 
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on Zorbell, who, as ſoon as he re- 
ceived the unwelcome intelligence, 
ſecretly repaired to Warſaw, and 
from thence departed with the Count. 
to his caſtle, deſigning inſtantly to 
eſpouſe Anzoletta,, and retire to- 


Venice. 


What reception this arrangement. 
met with from the unhappy Miſs 
Zadoſki, and the conſequent diſcovery, 
has been already related; and the 
Count found himſelf now totally de- 
pendant on a man whom he feared 
her conduct would. wholly alienate. 
from his intereſt... 
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His rage therefore was boundleſs 
and fo extravagant in its impulſe, as 
to induce him, after his eſcape from 
the caſtle, to employ ſecret emiſſaries 
to deſtroy not only his offending 
daughter, but the innocent fruit of 
her indiſcretion. He felt alſo a ſecret 

and violent indignation againſt the 
generous Morenſki, whom he con- 
ceived acceſſary to the diſhonour of 
his daughter; and though he juſtly 
concluded his vigilance would elude 
the purſuit of the infant, he was gra- 
tified by the reflection that his en- 
quiries and menaces muſt unavoidably 
prove a ſource of perpetual anxicty 
to the Chevalier. 

After 
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After many unſucceſsful efforts to 


vindicate their conduct at the court 
of Warſaw, and the adoption of ſeve- 


ral plans (which turned out equally 


futile) to foment an inſurrection in 
Poland; they continued to wander 
about the Continent of Europe, till 
their money and little remaining cre- 
dit was nearly exhauſted:; and Zor- 


bell, whoſe more active genius ſpurned 


the idea of pining in obſcurity and 


penury, affociated himſelf at Paris 
with; a ſociety of gameſters, who, after 


having committed many flagrant de- 


predations on the public in the way 
of their vocation, and having drawn 
on themſelves the notice of the Mare- 
| chauſſeè, 
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Chauſſeè, accompanied them to Eng- 


land, where for ſome ꝓears they had 
contrived to acquire a. tolerable por- 
tion of celebrity in the circles of 
Brooke's and White's ; but ſome diſ- 
ſentions in reſpect to. the diviſion of 
the profits ariſing from their winnings 
taking place, Zorbell and Count 


| LZadoſki, impatient of controul, and 

lecretly diſdaining the character of 
their companions, ſeparated from the 

fraternity, and .embarked in conjunc- 


tion with a celebrated .marchande 
amodes, and ſome adventurers of infe- 
rior note in the nefarious practice of 
importing contraband goods, a ſpecies 
of traffic tolerated by the caprice and 

fancy 


-acquainted:with the retreat and death 
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fancy of certain elevated geniuſſes, 
who have too much taſte and too 


little protection to wear the manufac- 


tures of their own- country. 


But as Zorbell {til gontinued to 


lead a life of diſſipation and expence, 
the Count, who began to find his de- 
pendance grow daily more precarious 


and irkſome, determined on a plan to 
prove not only his attachment to the 
Baron, and his reſentment of his 


wrongs, but to acquire a ſtill ſtronger 


. claim to his friendſhip and ſupport. 


. Zadoſki had by chance become 


of 
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of Morenſki, as well as the reſidence of 
Anzoletta ; and as ſoon as Lord Fitz- 
Vernon's family arrived in town, he 
{edulouſly watched them, in hopes of 
obtaining a ſight of the young or- 
phan. 


A period of ſeventeen years had 
nearly conquered the deſire of re. 
venge; and when he beheld Anzo- 
letta at the opera, glowing, in all her 
mother's youthful charms, adorned 
with the graces reſulting from a more 
liberal education, the hope that her 
beauty might effect a conqueſt of the 
Baron's heart inſtantly darted on his 
imagination, He knew, however, 


SY 16 a Zorbell, 
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Zorbell to be equally artful with him 
ſelf; therefore, at the moment when 
he pointed her out to his notice, he 
affected to glow with reſentment at 
the inſolent temerity of her friends, 
who ſuffered the ba/ard, as he harſhly 
l | termed her, to fully the antient and 


l illuſtrious name of Zadoſki. From 
that time, however, he reſolved do 


doubting but at the worſt Lord Fitz- 


| 

| 

Is betray her into his own power, not 
l 

| 

8 

Vernon would give an ample reward 


for the recovery of his protegee, ſnould 
bis deſigns on the Baron prove abor- 
tive, a circumſtance he had but too 


much * to dread, as he had for 
ſome 
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ſome weeks been connected with a 
woman whoſe rapacious diſpoſition 
rendered her not only averſe to the 
friendſhip the Baron till entertained 
for him, but whoſe morals and ſociety 
were inſupportably diſguſting. 


He conſidered alſo the bold and 
Tomantic ſpirit of Zorbell in the man- 
ner of his reception of his lovely grand- 
daughter; and it was with pleaſure 


he perceived the intereſt her preſence 


created in the boſom of the Baron, 
who, a voluptuary in love, thought her 


even more charming than he had in 


the ardency of youthful affection 
H 2 eſteemed 
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eſteemed ber mother ; - 401 con- 


ſcious of his power over the Count, 
who be knew would rejoice at the 
* alliance, determined to diſcard his 


there amie as ſoon as he prudently 


could, and efpouſe the young and 
unſuſpecting Anzoletta. 


The place to which he had diſ- 
patched her was ſufficiently ſecure ; 
and he therefore left to further con- 
ſideration the mode of his future pro- 
ceedings in reſpect to her, to whom it 
is now time to return. 


Anzoletta, who found her courage 
in ſome meaſure renewed by the pro- 
found 
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found and diſtant reſpect with which 
the was treated by her companion, 


after having travelled ſome ſtages in 


a ſilence only interrupted by the offer 


of refreſhments at the different inns 
where they changed horſes, now ven- 
tured to inquire whether they had 
much farther to travel? and was 
anſwered by her conductor that they 
ſhould in a few hours reach the place 


of their deſtination : and after having 


proceeded with all the celerity four 


horſes could procure for ſome time 
longer, ſhe perceived the firſt beams 
of morning dart over the tops of the 
mountains, at whoſe fect a broad 


11 3 | and 


hr r 
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and rapid river rolled its ſerpentine 
train. 


« We are now in Glouceſterfhire, 
faid her conductor, „and ſhall ſoon 
reach the abbey of T——.”—The 
carriage ſoon after ſtruck into a bye- 
road; and paſſing for ſome miles un- 
der the covert of a thick wood, ar- 
rived at the gates of an old ruinous 
building, ſituated in a glade at the 
extremity of the foreſt. The poſtil- 
lion knocked loudly at the old portal; 


and after waiting ſome minutes in a 
ſtate of extreme anxicty and ſuſpenſe, 


Anzcletta behold an old woman cau- 


tiouſiy open the door, to whom her 


CON- 
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ductor preſented ' a pacquet, with 
which ſhe retired, ſhutting the door 


again after her. The interval of time 
which elapſed previous to her re- ap- 


pearance was a moment of agony to 
 Anzoletta, who trembled at the air 


of myſtery her behaviour ſeemed to 
imply. In a Guarter of an hour, 
however, ſhe returned, accompanied 
by a young female, who aſſiſted her to 
alight ; and leading the way before 
her, conducted her to a larg: old 
taſhioned parlour, where ſhe was met 
by a gentleman, who ſcem d o hive 
juſt riſen to receive her.“ Pear ro- 
thing, madam,” ſaid he, refpecti Il, 
taking her hand, and lead.nz her to a 
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chair, «reſt aſſured no evil is intended 
you, and that you are in the hands of 
perſons of honour.” | | 


Anzoletta could only weep her 
tharks; and exhauſted by fatigue, 
ſunk into the ſeat he had preſented 
her. | 


The perſon who had accompanied 
her now entered, and was received 
with much apparent cordiality by the 
gentleman of the houſe, who com- 
manded breakiaft to be brought ; and 
having perſuaded Anzoletta to take a 
little tea, and perceiving her weak 


and 
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and indiſpoſed, deſired the ſervant to 
ſhew the lady to the beſt chamber. 


« Ah! God knows, bad 1s the beſt, 
{aid the old woman, as ſhe hobbled 
before her through a large hall, and 
aſcended a ſteep flight of ſtone-ſtairs, 
leading to a range of rooms deſolate 
indeed. Anzoletta ſhuddered as ſhe 
paſſed through the paſſage, which 
had no other light than what pro- 
cceded from ſome ſmall holes in the 
wall. The old woman ſoon reached 
the apartment deſigned for her: it 
was ſpacious and lofty, and contained 
à tent bed, with coarſe furniture, but 
neat and clean; a large window of 


painted: 
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painted glaſs diffuſed a dull and ſo- 
lemn light over the room, which was 
damp and' chilly. 


But Molly ſhall bring ſome wood 
and kindle a fire, Miſs,” ſaid the old 


woman, perceiving Anzoletta ſhiver 


as ſhe ſtood by her, * and by-and- 


bye we will make it look a little com- 


fortable ; but God knows, we little 
thought of ſeeing ſuch a fine lady 
here.” TIS | 2 7 


Anzoletta deſired her to procure 
ſome fuel, as ſhe felt really ill; and 
throwing herſelf on the bed, gave vent 
to her ſorrow in a flood of tcars. 

The 
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The old woman now returned, at- 


tended by Molly with her arm full of 


wood and a candle; a fire was ſoon. 


kindled, and as the room became 
warm, the ſervants retired, entreating 
Anzoletta to keep up her ſpirits, and 
endeavour to repoſe.— To ſleep was 
impoſſible ; but after having implo- 
red the protection of heaven, and giv- 
ing a tear of regret to her diſtant 
friends, our unhappy heroine ſunk 
into a kind of tranſcient compoſure, 


which ſeemed rather the refult of 


weakneſs than of reflection or forti- 


tude. 


She 


— 
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She remained alone ſome hours ; 
and by the ſun's rays darting with re- 
fulgent brightneſs through the window 
of her prifon, ſhe concluded it to be 
mid-day ; and Molly entering her 
chamber, requeſted her to deſcend to 
the parlour, where dinner would. be 
ſerved in a few minutes. Anzoletta 
would have preferred remaining where 
ſhe was, but it was not her intereſt by | 
an appearance of diſtruſt to offend the 
perſon to whole care ſhe was con- 
ſigned ; and after arranging her hair 
as well as her ſituation would permit, 
deſcended to the parlour, where the 
ſtranger, who now announced himſelf 
t her by the titie.of Count, Leo- 
bon FI pe BE old, 
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pold, and her former conductor were 
ſit ting. 


After ſome polite inquiries of her 


health, &c. the Count preſented to 
her her watch and purſe, which had 


been taken from her previous to her 


leaving the houſe of Count Zadoſki, 


obſerving that he had no doubt but 
ſhe had too much honor to employ 


them to corrupt the fidelity of his 


domeſtics, though ſuch precautions 
will be taken, added he, as muſt infal- 


libly render any attempts of that kind 
futile. 


Anzoletta bowed as ſhe received 
them in ſilence; and the Count in- 


formed 


r 
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formed her, that as ſhe muſt be deſti- | 
tute of cloaths, if ſhe would pleaſe to 
l make an inventory of ſuch neceſſaries 
| as ſhe ſhould be in need of, he would 
diſpatch a ſervant to the neighbouring 
city to procure them. Miſs Zadoſki 
returned thanks for his kind atten- 
tion to her, and obſerved; that a few 


changes of neat - but plain * 

would de quite ſufficiennt. 
| I 
i * » b 


| Dinner was 8 but neither 
| Anzoletta nor Count Leopold eat 
1 much; and whenever ſhe ventured 
to raiſe her eyes towards him, ſhe diſ- 
covered his to be intently fixed on 
berfages i N U Nen 
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The Count appeared to be about 
ſeven and thirty years of age, tall, and 
well formed ; his countenance was 
manly and ingenuous, and Anzoletta 
fancied ſhe perceived a reſemblance in 
his features to thoſe of her own. She 
derived conſolation from the thought 
that he might poſſibly be related to 
her, as much of the unproprietyattend- 
ing her reſidence with a ſingle man 
(for ſuch he appeared) would be obvi- 
ated by their conſanguinity. His 
converſation was ſenſible and intelli- 
gent, and the. day paſſed on imper- 
ceptibly. h 


In the evening Anzoletta entreated 
permiſſion to retire, and a few minutes 


after 
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after ſhe reached her chamber. Molly 
entered, loaded with parcels of linen, 
&c. for her accommodation: it was f 
well aſſorted, of ſuperior texture; ö 
and Anzoletta felt gratified by this | 
delicate proof of reſpect. The girl 
then retired, as ſhe ſaid, to prepare her , 
ſapper, which conſiſted of eggs and a | 
boiled chicken; and while ſhe was | 
waiting, acquainted her, that if ſhe | 
pleaſed to accept her company, her 
maſter had ordered her to attend her, 
as.the place was lonely enough. 


Rejoiced to have a companion in 
her folitude, Anzoletta gratefully ac- 
knowledged her kindneſs; and when 
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fhe had removed the table, deſired her 
to ſit down by her, and inquired how 
long ſhe had reſided there? 

„Oh! I have lived at the abbcy 
time out of my mind, my ſweet Lady, 
(replied Molly) ever ſince I was a ht- 
tle child, and a terrible place it is. 
Oh! Maſs, if you did but know what 
lad things folks ſay have been done 
here ; why now, I, who know the old 
place fo well, never dares venture 


down the ſtair caſe oppoſite our door 
here.” 


25 Why where does it lead to?“ faid 


Anzoletta, timidly. 


To a fine hall and large . 


in one of whichz' God defend us! they 


VOL. 11. 1 4ay 
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ſay a great gentleman was murdered ; 
but no matter for that, I never ſeed 
nothing.” 

« Why then ſhould you be 
afraid?” 

« Oh! Madam, becauſe they do 
ſay ſuch ſtrange things vf this abbey, 
as how it is given my maſter for a 
debt of—of—of honor, I think they 


call, though in my mind *tis a very - ; 


ſcandalous thing of Lord Malingford 
to give away his anceſtors poſſeſſions, 
where ſo many great Lords and good 
Ladies liv ed, beſides pious Monks and 
virgin Nuns, and all for a game at 
cards; and to ſpeak truth, (continued 
Molly, in a low whiſper, I don't take 


my 
2 
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any preſent maſter to be much better 


than a highwayman.“ 


The little «compoſure the mind of 
Anzoletta had with ſo much difficulty 
reſumed was inſtantaneoufly baniſhed 
by this ſurmiſe: ſhe feared to inquire 
the reaſo:s for this ſuſpicion, leſt ſhe 
ſhould hear a confirmation of the fears 
the unguarded affertion of Molly had 
excited; and after ſome minutes 
heſitation, faintly inquired what in- 
duced her to continue in the ſervice 
of a perſon of whom ſhe had ſo ill an 
opinion? 

« Why, why, Madam, (replied the 
BY, bluſhing) a good man may ſerve 


12 a bad 
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a bad maſter; and Lodovitz, the 


59 


Count's valet 

« I underſtand you,” faid Anzo- 
letta, © but it grows late, let us retire 
and try toreſt.” 


The door was cautiouſly faſtened 
by herſelf; and our heroine, after 
much mental perturbation, at length 


obtained a few hours tranquil ſleep. 


In the morning ſhe was ſummoned 
to breakſaſt with the Count, but the 
frame of mind in which ſhe met him 
was widely different from the ſenti- 
ments he had the day before inſpired. 
An idle prejudice (for Anzoletta was 


not 
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not that rara avis, a model of female 
perfection) now prompted her to view 
all his actions through the medium 
of that erroneous influence : the pen- 
five melancholy which had the day 
before intereſted her, and ſeemed to 
beſpeak the harmony of a ſoul attuned 
to ſympathy, and illumined by genius, 
was now interpreted into the {cowl of 
diſtruſt, the terror of guilt; and 


though bis deportment was regulated 


by the moſt delicate reſſ ect, ſhe trem- 


bled at the recollection of the idle 
ſuggeſtions of her ignorant attend- 


ant. 


'T; 143 


Count appeared rather hurt than ſur- 


removed, he remarked to her the viſi- 
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A few days elapſed in a ſeries of re- 
ſpectful civilities on the part of Count 
Leopold, and a reſerved. politeneſs on 
that of Anzoletta ; during which the 


priſed at this mode of conduct. 


On the afternoon, however, of the 
Gtth day, as ſoon as the dinner was 


ble melancholy diſplayed in her coun- 
tenance and air, obſerving that con- 
finement and want of exerciſe had 
probably contributed to the effects 
of anxiety, and requeſted her to favor 
him with her company for a ramble 
over the abbey, which afforded many 


objects 


3 


b 
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objects worthy her attention; and 
the gardens, which though rude and 


ill cultivated, were pictureſque and 
ſpacious. 


The frankneſs with which this pro- 
poſal was tendered, in ſome degree 
diſpelled the ſuſpicions of Anzoletta; 
and bowing an aſlent, they proceeded 
together to examine the ruins, for 


they were little more of this once 


celebrated ſtructure: 


 Anzoletta, to whom this excurſion 
was powerfully recommended by the 
charm of novelty, almoſt forgot her 
former apprehenſions, ſo delighted 


14 was 
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was ſhe with contemplating theſe mo- 


numents of fallen grandeur and mo- 


naſtic ſuperſtition; a chill horror, 
however, pervaded her every ſenſe 
when the Count opened the little door 
which led to the fatal apartment of 
which Mary had ſpoken: there was 


nothing in this apartment to juſtify 


ber terror; it was ſimply like the reſt, 


grand, gloomy, and faſt mouldering 
to decay; the tapeſtry with which it 
had been hung was hanging in ſtripes 
from the walls; it had formerly repre- 
ſented the battle of Arbela, and a 
bold and prominent figure of Alex- 
ander was yet diſtinguiſhable amidſt 
the ruins. The Count, with much 

perſ- 
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perſpicuity and elegance of diction 


related to his fair auditor the hiſtory 
of that famous engagement; when, 
in the midſt of his oration, ſuddenly 
ſtepping forwards as he leaned with 
his arm againſt the canvaſs, the pan- 
nel on which the figure was hung in- 
| ſtantly diſappeared, and diſcloſed to 
their view a cavity in the wall, which, 
after a few paces, led to a narrow ſtair- 
caſe. We will call to Mary for a 
light; (cried the Count, haſtily) 
though I have often examined every 
part of the building, as I thought, 


before, this paſſage has hitherto eſca- 


ped my notice, and I am determined 


to ſee whither it leads.“ 


2 
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Anzoletta was aſhamed to ſhrink 
from accompanying him, though the 
pallid looks of Mary, when ſhe at- 
tended with the candle, chilled her 
very heart. The ftair-cale termi- | 


nated in a narrow paſſage, with ſeve- 


ral ſmall receſſes in the wall on each 


fide. « Whither are we going?” cried | 
Anzoletta, half ſuffocated with the 
damp vapourswhich the place exhaled, 
and almoſt faint with the appearance. 
„Of what are you afraid, (replied he, 


in a ſtern voice) do you doubt my 


honor, my protection, my——"” 


They were now arrived at a dun- 


geon; in one corner of which lay the 


remains 


the 


uns 
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remains of an old pallet-bed, a broken 
pitcher, and a heap: of rags. The 


Count turned towards Anzoletta, 


ſhivered as he contemplated the ſcene, 
and fixed his eyes on her with a 
mournful earneftneſs. * My fate is 


decided, (faid ſhe, mentally, and. 


claſping her white hands to heaven) 
this dungeon will be probably my 
tomb! Inſtinctively the clung to 
the arm of the Count, who remained 
for ſome minutes abſorbed in medita- 
tion. At length, to her great relief, 
he turned haſtily round, and tenderly 
preſſing her hand, ſaid, . Let us quit 


this horrid place, which recalls to my 


memory a ſcene which harrows up my 
ſoul. 
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Foul. Oh! Anzoletta! Anzoletta !” 
Surpriſed at this addreſs to her by 
name, (for the Count had hitherto | 
accoſted her always by the- name of 
« young Lady) and the cadence in 
which it was uttered, ſhe withdrew 
her hand from his arm, and followed 
him in filence to the upper part of the 
abbey ; and having paſt through a 


long and magnificent cloiſter, aſcended 
one of the towers, where the delight- ' 
ful proſpect it commanded ſoon t 
obliterated from her imagination the 1 
terrors of the paſt moment. d 
3 

The features of the landſcape were ſt 

ta 


bold and remantic; the mountains 
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of Wales riſing in duſky verdure to 
the clouds; the edges of the crags, 
empurpled by wild thyme, variegated 
with fox-gloyes and holly ; the filver 


Severn rolling gracefully amidſt the 


circumjacent ſhores, and hoarſely mur- 


muring as the rapid tide ſwept the 


vallies beneath: while in contraſt to 


this rude ſcene of native grandeur, to 
the leſt of the abbey aroſe, dimly ſeen 
through the trees, the ſpires of a ca- 


thedral, and the curling ſmoke of the 


neighbouring city. Anzoletta was 
delighted with the view, and artleſsly 
exclaimed, « Oh! how charmed I 
ſhould be to ramble on thoſe moun- 
tains, or wander on the ſands by the 
= : ſoft 
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| ſoft Thades of evening: ſurely that is 


a pleaſure you can have no reaſon to t 
refuſe me, ſequeſtered as we are from 
obſervation, almoſt it ſhonld ſeem f 
from the knowledge of all mankind?” MI 
Tis an indulgence : not in my j 
power to grant,” returned the Count, i 
„without a breach of my honor, 
though it pains me to refuſe you any ' 
thing; theſe ſevere reftrictions will 9 
not, however, 1 truſt, endure long.“ v 
| C 
Cheared by the idea that her con- II 


finement would only be temporary, 


though ſhe could not conjecture how al 

i would terminate, Anzoletta, for Ir 

the firſt time, ventured to aſk him Pt 
| 11 
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if he knew how Count Zadoſki in- 
tended to diſpoſe of her ? 

« How dare you mention the name 
of Count Zadoſki ? (cried the Count, 
colouring highly) what reaſon have 
you to imagine he is the cauſe of your 
impriſonment * 

„Alas! too well I know his 
power over me; (replied the trembling 
girl) that ſtern, that cruel grandfather, 


who ſeeks the life of an unfortunate 


creature who never offended him, but 
in ſurviving her wretched parents!” + 

« Good God! (cried Leopold) then 
are my preſages confirmed Retire, 
madam, to your chamber, our fate 


perhaps reſts on the event of a few 


hours, 
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hours. . I muſt begone at midnight 
I will fee you again; but, above all 
things, be not ſurpriſed ſhould neceſ- 
ſity oblige me to ſecret you in a 
more remote part of this edifice. The 
Count then kiſſed her ſtruggling hand, 
attended her to the door of her apart- 
ment, and retired with Mary, leaving 
her a prey to the moſt anxious doubts 
and apprehenſions. 


The hour appointed for tea was 
paſt; the dark ſhades of night already 
ſombred the horizon; the bell from 
the tower ſtruck ten; no Mary ap- 
peared with her ſupper; the moon 


was in the wane, and Anzoletta re- 


mained 


rom 


& IC- 


ined 
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mained in darkneſs. At length col- 
lecting courage from deſpair, ſhe at- 
tempted to open the door; it was 
laſtened:on the outfide. A thouſand 
vague and terrible ſuſpicions now 
ruſhed on her mind, and her reaſon 
overpowered, gave way to all the diſ- 
tracted impulſes of fear: ſhe ſhrieked 
aloud, called on Mary and the 


Count to come to her affiſtance ; 


and after having exhauſted her little 


remaining ſtrength by her raving, 
funk faint and almoſt breathleſs on 
the ſide of her bed. 


Another hour elapſed in diſmal 
conjecture, when Mary, to her ex- 
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treme joy, entered her chamber with 
a light and a ſmall glaſs of wine and 
water. Oh! my poor dear Lady,” 
ſaid the -good-natured girl, how 
have you done all this time? are you 
not almoſt ſtarved?“ 
Anzoletta could only preſs her 
hand in emphatic filence ; but Mary 
having prevailed on her to take a little 
of the wine and water, ſhe recovered 
ſufficiently to inquire the meaning 
of her being locked in, and the appa- 


rent neglect of the domeſtics in leav- 


ing her without light or refreſhment ? 
« Ah! God knows, Miſs,” ſaid 
Mary, © there is ſtrange things in. 
hand, to be ſure; but it is not ſafe to 
tell 
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tell all one knows or what one thinks 
in this place; for I thought Lodovitz 


would have ſnapped my head off this 


alternoon, only juſt for ſaying I won- 
dered why my maſter locked you up 
ſo carefully, and then loaded nis piſ- 
tols and rode out. But what's that 
to you, ſaid Lodovitz, in a gruff 


voice, that made me tremble, What's 


that to you, we are going a ſhooting. 
A ſhooting, ſays J, with piftols { 190 
Go along, fool, ſaid Lodovitz, take 
care of the bird in the cage, meaning 
you, my Lady, and keep ſilence; fo 
out he flew, and away they gallopped. 
But I know what I know for all that; 
and pleaſe God [I'll ſee what he carried 
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into the haunted chamber ſo carefully 
tied in a ſack when he came back juil 
now, only that I am afraid of meeting 


the ghoſt.” 


The ſecrecy impoſed on her, her 
own confinement, and the manner of 
their expedition, as deſcribed by Mary, 
all tendered in the mind of Anzoletta 
to confirm the opinion of her attend- 
ant, that Count, Leopold was really a 
tighwayman, and ſhe doubted not 
but the bcoty they had taken this 
evening was depcſitcd in the ſo much 
dreaded chamber; and the idea of 
being in the power of a man capable 


of 


pf 


le 
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of ſuch enormity, filled her ſoul with 


horror. 


After having liſtened for ſome 
minutes to the ſurmiſes of Mary, who 


was full of wonder at the motives of 


her aunt's ſtay in ſuch a place ; * but 
to be ſure,” ſaid ſhe, „ aunt knows 


all about it, though ſhe is ſo cloſe.” 


A thought now ſtruck Anzoletta 
that it might be poſſible to effect her 
eſcape through the aſſiſtance of Mary; 
and after informing her that Lord 


Fitz-Vernon would doubtleſs highly 


recompenſe any perſon who ſhould 
contribute to reſtore her to him, ſhe 
KS aſſumed 
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aſſumed ſufficient courage to aſk Mary 


if ſhe could not obtain for her the 
keys of the outer gate through her 
influence with Lodoyitz. 

The girl heſitated, ſaid ſhe did not 
dare mention ſuch a thing to him for 


the world; © but I have heard Miſs, 
(faid ſhe) there is a way out into the 


wood through the old chapel under 
the abbey ; but, Lord! what could. 
you do by yourſelf, and at night 
too?“ | 

« Oh! let me but eſcape from this 
horrid place, (cried Anzoletta, ren- 
dered deſperate by her fears) and if 
you will not accompany me, only ſhew 
me the way, and accept this purſe as 
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a reward for your kindnefs; and if 
] ever fee my friends again, I will 
make you a recompenſe more ade- 
quate to the importance of the ſer- 
vice.” | 


Mary's countenance brightened at 
the ſight of the purſe; and ſhe was 
preparing, after a little heſitation, to 
reply, when they were alarmed by the 
haſty footſteps of ſome perſons in the 
paſſage; and the door, which had 
been left a little open, was now pulled 
to with violence, and again faſtened 
on the other fide. ** Oh! we have 


been overheard, we are betrayed, we - 


are undone, (cried Mary, wringing 
K 4 her 
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her hands) we ſhall be murdered, 1 


know we ſhall ;”” and falling on her 


knees, ſhe began to ſay her prayers 


with the moſt vehement devotion. 


Anzoletta, though ſeriouſly appre- 


henſive that either the old woman or 


Lodovitz had liſtened to their con- 


ference, could hardly forbear ſmiling 


at the effect of her terror. She con- 
jured her to be compoſed ; and effect - 
ing to treat the ſubject lightly, in 
ſome degree reſtored her to reaſon and 


the powers of reflection. 


Footſteps again echoed through. 


the paſſage; and as they paſſed the. 


door 
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door of her chamber, Anzoletta heard 
a deep and hollow groan. « Oh, 
heaven! (cried ſhe, half breathleſs 
with terror); there has indeed been 
murder!“ 

« God fend my maſter may be 
killed, (cried Mary) and then we may 
get away as clear as can be.“ | 


The old woman now entered, and 


advancing towards Anzoletta, ſaid, 


Do not be terrified, my dear young 
Lady, here has been ſad work; my 
poor maſter is badly wounded, and 
deſires to ſee you directly.“ 


Anzoletta 
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Anzoletta followed her to his 
apartment ; and on- her entrance was 
paſſed by an elderly. gentleman, to 
whom the Connt ſaid, in a faint voice, 
« ] pray, Sir, do not fail to let me 
hear of the health of my generous 
deliver.” | 

The ſtranger replied, That he 
might depend on him;“ and was con- 
ducted by Lodovitz to the court of 
the abbey, where his. horſe was wait- 
ing. 

Anzoletta was now ſummoned to 
his bedſide, and beheld the Count 
ſtretched out pale and languid ; his 
head and arm were bound up, and 

the 
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the bandages ſtill humid with blood. 9 
5 | Can you pardon me, Anzoletta, l 
di (ſaid he, tenderly preſſing her hand) 0 
for being the inſtrument of the vileſt j | 

of men in confining you here for a j | 
purpoſe I ſhudder to think of ; you ; | 

are, however, but too well avenged, [ | 

and my ſiſter may now look down on 41 | 


the ſacrifice of him for whom her ex- 
iſtence was forfeited. Yes, Anzo- 


letta, Zorbell is no more; he who 
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dared abuſe my deſperate fortune, and 


ſeek to make me acceſſary to the ſe- 

to duction of my niece. The violence 
int of his emotions now proved too much 
his for his exhauſted ſtate, and he 

nd fainted. 
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Anzoletta inſtantly called the ſer- 
vants, and proper remedies being 


applied, he, after ſome time, reco- 


vered; and looking tenderly at Miſs 
Zadoſki, entreated her to retire and 


endeavour to reſt, obſerving at the 


ſame time he hoped he ſhould be 


able on the morrow to explain to her 


theſe ſeeming myſteries, But ai- 
fected by the diſcovery of his relation 
to her, and the generous zeal he diſ- 
played for her ſafety, ſhe inſiſted on 
paſſing the night by him; he ſeemed 
ſenſible of her kindneſs, but entreated 
her to retire, as ſhe appeared already 
overcome by apprehenſion and fa- 
tigue ; and after affectionately wiſhing 

him 
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him good night, ſhe returned to hes 
chamber, where Mary was waiting 
eager to converſe on the ſubject of 


the occurrences of the evening. 


« Oh! Miſs, ſaid ſhe, (as ſhe placed 
a chair by the table on which ſhe had 
prepared ſupper) pray fit down and 
eat, for to be ſure you muſt be faint 


by this time; and while you ſup, II 
tell you all about this hurly burly, for 


1 would not reſt till I got it out of 
Lodovitz.” —Anzoletta took a ſmall 
bit of bread and a little wine, and 
Mary continued. Well, Mails, 
and ſo—but firſt I muſt aſk your 
pardon for ſpeaking ſo free about my 


maſter, 
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maſter, who I find is your uncle, 
though 1 believe you did not know 
that neither—ſo, Miſs, your uncle 
having intelligence that another fine 
noble gentleman, who 1s your lover, 
was coming to fetch you away, what 
does he do but ſet off to meet him; 
and having a few words, they fought, 
and ſo your lover was killed. But 
why do you look pale, Miſs ?”'—for 
 Anzoletta, whoſe ideas inſtantly aſſo- 
ciated the name of Paget with the 


epithet of your lover, felt ſick and 


faint, fearful of requeſting Mary to 


conclude her narrative, yet anxious to 


hear more en the dreadful ſubject; 
Mary, however, too full of her ſtory 


to 
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to regard her confuſion, proceeded.— 
« But that was not the worſt, for 


preſently up comes two men, who 


ere the gentleman's ſervants, I ſup- 


poſe, and fired at my maſter, who 
received a wound in his head, and one 


in his ſhoulder, and were going to 


knock him down with the butt-end 


of their pieces, in ſpite of poor dear 
Lodovitz, who hollowed as loud as he 
could, when out of the wood ruſhed 


a gentleman, who had probably ſeen 


their ill uſage of the Count, and taking 
the carbine from Lodovitz, fired at 
the villains, who returned it, wounded 
the dear good gentleman, and rode 
off.“ 


« And 
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e And what became of the corpſe 
of the deceaſed gentleman?” cried 
Anzoletta, half breathleſs with appre- 
henſion. | 

„Oh! I did not afk that, (replied 
Mary) though I hope, poor ſoul, they 
will give him Chriſtian byrial, other- 
wiſe his ſpirit will haunt us as long as 
we live in this old-place. But fo, 
M,iſs, to finiſh my ſtory, the ſtranger, 
though he was wounded and bleeding 
himſelf, led my maſter home through 
the bye-road in the wood, and ſent us 
a ſurgeon; and next, I ſuppoſe, we 
{hall have the conſtables and the judge, 
and all them, for murder they ſay 
wul out.” 


cc God 
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* God forbid ! (cried Anzoletta, 
now alarmed for the. ſafety of her 
uncle) God forbid! for this unhappy 
accident was certainly an act of ſelf- 
defence on the Count's part.“ 

Oh, Lord! what's that, (ſcreamed 
Mary, and ſtarting from her ſeat, 
clung faſt to the arm of Anzoletta) 
did you not hear it, my Lady?“ 


« Hear what ?“ returned Miſs 


' Zadoſki, almoſt angry to have her 


refle&tions broke in upon by what ſhe 
imagined to be the filly ſuggeſcions of 
adiſturbed imagination. 
On! madam, do not be diſpleaſed, 
but ſuch a groan, ſo deep, fo dread- 
voL 11. 0 ful, 
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ful, and {ure it came from the parlour 
beneath.” | 

- Arnzoletta preſſed her hand, for ſhe 
really looked as pale as aſhes, and ſaid 
to her in a low and ſoftened voice, 
Well, do not be alarmed, but let us 
call Lodovitz, my uncle 1s probably 
worle.” 

«Oh! no, madam, (rejoined the 
poor gurl) I dare not for, my life open 
the door, for I am ſure we could not 
hear my maſter at, this end of the 
gallery, no, it could not be his voice.“ 

Anzoletta alſo conſidered the diſ- 
tance they were from his apartment, 
and was ſtartled at the ſtrangeneſs of 
the circumſtance, when her attention 
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was arreſted by a repetition of the 
ſound that had ſo terrified her attend- 
ant, —it was the agonized voice of 
anguiſh, the tremulous and piercing 
plaint of expiring nature. | 


Lord have mercy on us,” ſaid 


Mary, quitting the hold of Anzoletta, 


who, with a deſperate effort of courage, 
flew to the door, and called loudly for 
Lodovitz, who in a few minutes came 
to them, apparently in no very placid 
frame of temper, having been waked 
from a comiortavle nap he was enjoy- 
ing by the bed-lide of his maſter. 

„What ails the woman? (mvt- 
tered he as he entered) what's the 
matter now?“ 


13 Anzoletta 
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Anzoletta then informed him of 
the cauſe of their alarm, and entreated 
him to ſearch the room below. 

„What for, madam ? (rephed Lo- 
dovitz, ſternly) would you have me 
go at this hour into thoſe cold damp 


. Chambers, becauſe I ſuppoſe a rat be- 


hind the arras has terrified that fooliſh 
girl there?“ Ft 
Nits Zadoſk1, who now felt ſerioufly 
diipicated at the manner in which he 
treated the ſubject of their fears, was 
preparing to reply, when the groans 
were again repeated ſucceſsfully. She 
looked anxiouſly at Lodovitz, whoſe 


<cuntenance expreſſed great agita- 
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« It cannot be, (ſaid he to himſelt) 


'tis not poſlible 35 and ſuddenly 


ſeizing the candle, (for he had neg- 
lected to bring a light with him, being 
well acquainted with the paflages of 
the abbey) ruſhed out of the room. 


7 


Mary thus left in darkneſs, now 


' redoubled her ſhrieks; till exhauſted 


by the violence of her emotions, ſhe 
fainted on the floor, and it was {ome 
time before Anzoletta, who half 
drowned her with water, could reſtore 
her to any degree of ſenſibility. A 
flood of tears, however, relieved her ; 
and after having mutually debated 


what meaſures they had beſt purſue, 
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it was agreed that they ſhould en- 
deavour to explore their way to the 
chamber of the Count; and they pro- 
ceeded, arm in arm, cautiouſly to feel 
their way through the gallery, at the 
end of which it was ſituated. Here, 


to the extreme ſurpriſe of Anzoletta, 


the found the bed deſerted, and the 
lights nearly. extinguiſhed; but ſhe 


had nct many minutes to wonder at 


the imprudence of her uncle in quit - 


ting his room, wounded and faint as 


he had appeared a few hours before; 


for her attention was now diverted by 


a ſpectacle that froze her veins with 


horror. The Count, feeble as he was, 


and his wounds bleeding aireſh, from 
his 


þ hd 


his 
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his exertions, ſupporting, together 
with the old houſekeeper and Lodo- 
vitz, an apparently breathleſs corpſe, 


the features of which were totally diſ- 
guiſed by blood and duſt. Anzoletta, 


whoſe imagination ſuggeſted this 
dreadful object to be the remains of 
him whom Mary had deſcribed as her 


lover, now turned her eyes from the 


contemplation of ſo affecting a ſpec- 
tacle: her head grew giddy, her 


ſtrength of mind forſook her, and ſhe 


{ell ſenſeleſs in the arms of Mary, who: 
had ſcarcely power to ſupport her. In 
this ſtate of infenſibility ſhe remained 
for ſome hours, and not till the ſur- 
geon, who had been ſummoned, had 
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opened a vein, did ſhe recover her - 
ſcattered ſenſes ; timidly ſhe caſt her 
eyes around, fearful of beholding the 
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bleeding corpſe of her lover; and at 


1 
| length perceiving that ſhe was in her a 
5 on apartment, ſhe ventured to in- n 

| quire if he was indeed dead? y 

Who, my dear madam,” ſaid the te 
humane ſurgeon ; the gentleman is b 
certainly in a very dangeous ſtate, but m 
tis poſſible he may recover.“ 

Thanks be to heaven,” cried An- in 
z0cletta, claſping her hands with ener- he 
gy, © he ſtill lives! he may recover! an 
Oh! let me fly to him, let me tell all rul 
ſnce our {eparaticn | let me tell how the 


long of 
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long I have loved, how bitterly re- 
gretted him!“ 

« Let me conjure you to be com- 
poſed, madam,” ſaid the ſurgeon, 
alarmed at the wildneſs of her man- 


ner, © reſt is abſolutely neceſſary for 


you, and your preſence can only tend 


to injure my patient, who is, I hope, 
by this time fallen into a ſlumber—let 
me entreat you to go to bed.” 


« Oh! no,” cried Anzoletta, with 


increaſing wildneſs in her countenance, 
he will die, and I ſhall not ſee him; 
and breaking from him and Mary, 
ruſhed out of the room, followed by 
them both; and the ſurgeon, fearful 
of irritating her by controul, (for he 

diſ- 
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diſcovered ſymptoms of an approach- 
ing fever) after inſiſting that ſhe ſhould. 
be calm, and not diſcompoſe her 
lover by her agitation, led the way to 
the Count's chamber, where, on a 
ſmall bed, removed there for his ac- 
commodation, fhe beheld. Aa man, 
feemingly advanced in years, exten- 
ded ; his face was pale from the loſs 
of blood he had ſuftained, and his 
features ſunk in that inſenſibility which 
an opiate had produced. Anzoletta 
regarded him mournfully for a few 
moments; and laying her hand on her 
heart, as if to repreſs the violence of 
its motion, „It is 20 him,” ſaid ſhe, 
with a ſmile, elmoſt bordering on a 


convuliton, 
5 
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. and paſſively ſuffered her- | 
{elf to be led back to her apartment, 
. [HE where, as ſoon as the ſurgeon was 
retired, ſhe permitted Mary to aſſiſt 


her in undreſſing, and put her into 3 


a wells ney — — — r 2 
— —ũ—ä—6— — — on — — 
n wes - — obs p 


bed—an office which ſhe had no b 
ſooner performed, than ſeating her- i 
ſelf in the arm chair, ſhe ſoon fell into 
the ſweet oblivion of ſleep. 


But it is now time to account to my 


reader for this ſeemingly myſterious 


vo RE 


concurrence of circumſtances, by a 


aer brief retroſpection of what paſſed at 
of the mankon of Count Zadoſki at 
he, Hammerſmith, ſubſequent to the de- 
na | parture 
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parture of Anzoletta for the abbey of 
T—. 


It has been before related that the 
noble Poles, forgetting the claims of 
their high birth and iliuſtrious an- 
ceſtry, had ſtooped to the practice of 
the moſt degrading vices for their ſub- 
ſiſtence. It muſt, however, be ob 
ſerved, that the mind of Count Leo- 
pold, more delicate in its ſentiments, 
and more nicely ſenfible of the dic- 
tates of morality and juſtice, had en- 
tered with the moſt poignant regret 
mto their nefarious ſchemes. He 
had, indeed, been ſeduced by them to 
ſhare their profits at the gaming- 

table, 


\ w< 


— 


ret 


to 


ing- 
ble, 
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table, and initiated into the myſteries 


of the fraternity, but he had ſeldom 


practiſed them, and uſually was un- 
ſucceſsful. The affociates had there- 
fore left him uſually out of their grund 
deſigns; and being fond of pleaſure, 
and ſcantily furniſhed with money by 
his companions, had contracted ſeve- 
ral debts, for which he was on the eve 
of being ſued, when Lord Malingford, 


who had loſt to him at play a much 


larger ſum than he was able to pay, 


afforded him as a compenſation an 
aſylum in the abbey of T 
commanded the old houſekeeper, 


, and 


who refided there with him, to oblerve 
an implicit obedience to his com- 


mands; 
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mands ; and he had for many months 
remained in perfect tranquillity in his 
retreat, where he was furniſhed þy 
Zorbell with ſufficiency for his ſup- 
port. 
\ 
»The artful Baron had too much 
penetration not to perceive that the 
Count had overacted his part during 
his ſhort interview with Arzoletta; 
he was well convinced his reſentment 
towards her was no longer prompted 
by a nice ſenſe of wounded honor—that 
of Zadoſki was no longer unſullied; 
he knew it had acquired a pliability 
where his intereſt was concerned, and 
fecretly vexed at the impoſition the 
Count 


Count ſought to practiſe on him, and 
aware of the ſnare laid for him, he re- 
ſolved to render him in ſome meaſure 
the dupe of his own artifice; and hav- 
ing impoſed, as before recited, a total 
ſecrecy on the Part of Anzoletta, he 


had, in his letter to Count Leopold, 


only repreſented her as a young lady, 
whom he had ſtolen from her friends, 
and whom he ſhould follow in a few 
days and eſpouſe, at the ſame time 
accompanying it with a large ſum of 
money for her ule, as he ſecretly pur- 
poſed to embark with her for Hol- 
land, and. leave the Count and his 
ſon to ſhift for themſelves ; and his 
chere amie, who added to her other ill 


qualities 
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qualities the meanneſs of jealouſy, and 
had learned ſome triſling particulars 
of the viſit of Anzoletta to Hammer- 
ſmith, was ſo tranſported by her fury, 
as to threaten to diſcloſe to the 
officers of police the nature of their 
ſecret traffic; and Zorbell, fearful 
that ſhe really might be ſufficiently 
deſperate to put this menace in exe- 
cution, after pacifying her by careſſes 
and a pretty valuable preſent, di- 
patched an expreſs to the abbey, ac- 
quainting the Count he ſhould viſit 


— 


him the following day, and take on 
himſelf the future care of his beautiſul 
0 ward; and the ſituation of Count 


— — — 
— 32 mnkihy = 0d — —: 
— — —e—ẽ 


ö Leopold would probably have com- 
1 5 1 pelled 
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pelled him paſſively to yield up the 
deſtined victim, had not the diſcovery 
of her birth been fortunately made by 


Anzoletta. Too well acquainted 


with the ſordid nature of Zorbell to 


hope he meant honorably by her, and 


convinced of her reluctance to per- 
form the journey ſhe had been forced 
on, together with the emotions, a 


tender regret for her mother, whom 
he had fincerely loved, and an un- 


feigned admiration of herſelf, he de- 


termined, if poſſible, to prevent the 
Baron's arrival at the abbey, and 
knowing no time was to be loſt, ſet 
out to meet him.—Zorbell was al- 
ready within a few miles of the abbey, 

vol. 11, MM when 
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when he was met by Leopold, who 


informed him of the diſcovery he had 


made relative to his fair priſoner, and 
his determination to reſtore her to the 
friends, who had fo generouſly pro- 
tected her unfriended youth. 


Surpriſed at an oppoſition to his 
will from a man whom he had con- 
ceived implicitly devoted to him, 
Zorbell became furious, and upbraid- 
ing him with his ſituation, and load- 
ing with the moſt opprobrious invec- 
tives the memory of his hapleſs ſiſter, 
the patience of the Count was ſub- 
dued; and prefenting him with a 
piſtol, defired Zorbell to follow him 


a iittle 
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a little ſurther into the wood, where 
the conſequences of the duel was 
equally fatal to both. The Baron, 
however, treacherous even in extre- 
mity, ſummoned his two ſervants, 


who with Lodovitz were waiting near; 


and while they were aſſiſting him 


conjointly with the generous Count, 
who, regardleſs of his own wound, 


was endeavouring to ſtanch the blood 


which flowed from that of Zorbell, | 


which the ball had perforated, made 
a ſignal to them to avenge them on 
his brave antagoniſt, and he was in 
conſequence felled to the ground by 
the butt of a piſtol by the Swiſs valet 
of the Baron, and would probably 

M 2 have 
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have fallen a victim to their brutal 
revenge, had not the cries of Lodo- 
vitz attracted to the fatal ſpot a gen- 
tleman who was wandering in the 
wood. On his approach, the cow- 
ardly villains inſtantly fled, leaving 
their wounded maſter, who was 
now apparently expiring, to his fate; 
but they did not retire before the 
Swiſs had fired at the ſtrangei, whole 
ſhoulder the ball flightly grazed. 
Count Leopold, as well as his ſtrength 
would permit, briefly informed his 
kind deliverer of the place of his reſi- 
dence, to which he kindly conducted 
him, leaving to Lodovitz the care of 
removing the body of the Baron; and 
| the 
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* 


the faithful domeſtic more anxious for 
the ſafety of his maſter than obſervant 
of the rites of humanity, contented 
himſelf with borrowing a ſack of a 
neighbouring peaſant, who was known 
to him, and tying up the ftill bleed- 
ing corpſe, lifted it on his horſe, and 
through bye-paths conveyed it to the 
abbey, where he depoſited it in the 
haunted chamber, well knowing that 
neither the old woman or her more 
curious niece would enter that memo- 
rable place; and here, after untying 
the mouth of the fack, he left the 
Baron to remain till ſuch time as the 
wounds of his maſter were drefled; 
when he-purpoſed burying him in the 

M 3 | {ub- 
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ſubterraneous dungeons of the ab- 


bey. 


The wound, however, of the Baron 
was not dangerous; the bullet paſſed 
through the fleſhy part of his breaſt 
tranſverſly, and lodged in his ſhoulder; 
but in falling, his head had received 
2 violent contuſion from the root of 
a tree which it ſtruck upon, and 
fainting from the effect of the blow 
and the effuſion of blood, he had lain 
lifeleſs, as Lodovitz and the Count 
{ſuppoſed ;' and as the former did not 
attempt further means for his reco- 
very, the wretched man had lain in a 
ſtate of inſenſibility for ſome time 


after 


un 
int 
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after his arrival at the abbey, and 


would probably have periſhed for 


want of aſſiſtance, had not his groans 


ſo fortunately attracted the attention 


of Anzoletta and her attendant, who 
had no ſooner informed Lodovitz of 
the ſubject of their alarm, than the 
poſſibility of his being ſtill alive ruſned 
on his imagination, and flying to the 
chamber of his maſter, he commu- 
nicated to him his ſuſpicions. Shocked 
at the idea of his ſufferings, and the 
danger of his preſent condition, that 
generous enemy, in oppoſition to the 
remonſtrances of Lodovitz, inſiſted 


on quitting his bed and accompany- 


ing him to the haunted apartment, 


M 4 | where 
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where he found the Baron ſtill warm 
and bleeding, and, aſſiſted by Lodo- 
vitz and the old woman,. conveyed 
him to his apartment, whither, hav- 
ing again ſummoned the ſurgeon, he 
had the ſatisfaction to learn, that 
though weakened by loſs ef blood, 
and ſtunned by the bruiſes occaſioned 
by his fall, it was poſſible, and even 


5 probable, he might with care be re- 
ſtored. Happy in the proſpect of his 


recovery, and delighted to have bis 
conſcience lightened of the painful 
reflection that, however criminal, the 
man with whom he had lived in 
habits of friendſhip had died by bis 
band, the Count enjoyed for ſome 
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ſucceeding hours a calm and reſtora- 
tive ſleep; and on waking, found 
himſelf ſufficiently compoied to re- 
ſlect on the nature of his ꝓreſent ſitu- 


ation. 


After much deliberation on the 
neceſſity of ſecuring his niece from 
any future attempts of her vindictive 
grandſire or Zorbell, ({houid he re- 


8 cover) he. reſolved to inform her 
1 friends of her retreat, regardleſs of the 
i conſequences. to himſelf ; and as ſoon 
e as he learned that ſhe was awakened 
7% from her ſhort and broken ſlumbers, 
118 deſired Mary to inform her that ſhe 


ne vas at liberty to diſcloſe the ſecret of 


. | her 
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her retirement to her former protee- 
tors, as ſoon as ſhe was able to write, 
and might rely on his conveying her 
letter with all poſſible celerity, agree- 
able to her direction. 


The mind of Anzoletta was ſtill in 
that painful ſtate of confuſed recol- 
jection, which the alarming events of 
- the preceding night muſt naturally 
have occaſioned ; and this kind per- 
miſſion, ſo unexpected, ſo unhoped 
for, had nearly proved as fatal as the 
terrors of the paſt evening. Pale and 
trembling ſhe exerted herſelf to riſe 
from her bed and go to the chamber 
of her uncle, to whom ſhe now rela- 

ted 


to 
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ted the incidents of her paſt life, (with 
the reſervation only of her attachment 
to Paget, and the love of Lord Fitz- 


Vernon for herſelf) and conjured him 


to adviſe her how ſhe might avert any 
inconvenience to himſelf from their 
reſentment of his part of this myſte- 
rious tranſaction, which was no ſooner 
explained by Count Leopold, than 
Anzoletta with tranſport embraced 


her generous relation, while, in her 


artleſs manner, ſhe aſſured him of 
the future friendſhip of the Earl, and 
her own eternal gratitude. 


A ſhort epiſtle was now diſpatched 
to Lord Fitz-Vernon, acquainting 


him 
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Aim, that by a ſeries of ſtrange and 
myſterious occurrences, ſhe had been 
placed in the abbey, where ſhe had 
found the brother of her deceaſed 
mother, who would be happy to re- 
ſtore her to her guardian; and con- 
cluded, by requeſting his Lordſhip to 
ſend ſome of his ſervants to fetch her 
from her preſent gloomy reſidence, 
and permit her to introduce to him 
ber uncle, whom ſhe ſtiled the gene- 
Tous protector of her life and honor. 


Meanwhile Zorbell recovered his 
ſenſes, but his wounds healed flowly ; 
and in. order to prevent his obtaining 

a ſight 


te 
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2 fight of Anzoletta, he was removed : 
to a more diſtant part of the fabric. 


The boſom of Anzoletta again ex- g 
panded with hope; ſhe had learned , 
from Count Leopold the hiſtory of 
her mother as far as he was acquainted 


with it, namely, till the tnne when 


they were compelled ſo precipitately 
to quit the caſtle of Zadoſki; and 


i the tender ſympathy .he expreſſed for 

| her memory, and+the feeling manner 
in which he bewailed the cruelty of 

5 their father, inſpired Anzoletta with 


ſufficient confidence in him to ac- 
quaint him with the propoſed mar- 
rage with Lord Fitz-Vernon, and 

her 
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her ſecret averſion to fuch a meaſure, 
at the fame time, that ſhe owned the 
knew not how (without being guilty 
of the higheſt ingratitude) to refuſe 
the proffered honor. 


'The Count ſympathized in her 
diſtreſs, but appeared ſo anxious to 
obtain the countenance and favor of 
her noble guardian, that ſhe ſaw little 
probability of his interfering to break 
off the marriage. He had too much 
penetration not to diſcern the nature 
of thoſe ſentiments with which Cap- 
tain Paget (whom ſhe frequently men- 


tioned in the courſe of her little hiſ- 


tory) had inſpired her, but he had too 


8 i much 


— 
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much prudence to encourage an union 
which it appeared to him could only 
tend to involve them in penury ard 
diſgrace. 


* 


In a day or two after the diſpatch 

er of Anzoletta's letter, Mr. M- 
to ſurgeon who attended the wounded 
of Wl gentleman, informed Count Leopold, 
„that the ſtranger who had been ſo 
| happy as to prove inſtrumental to his 
eicape from the aſſaſſins in the wood, 
entreated to be permitted to pay his 
reſpects to him; and if you will allow 
him this pleaſure, (continued Mr. 
M ) Jam ſure you will be charmed 
too ith him —he is indeed a moſt amiable 


uch . voung 


, the 


ll | 


minutes.; but conſcious that his re- 
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young man, and appears highly inte- 


reſted in your welfare.” 
Count Leopold pauſed for a few 


treat could not remain much longer 


concealed, he gratefully accepted the | 
proffered civility, and entreated Mr. . 
M to bring him the next day. . 
| | t 

Anzoletta alſo was anxious to thank 1 
the preſerver of her uncle, for whom ch; 
her regard daily increaſed : his amiable * 
manners, the important ſervices he Wi 
had rendered her, and the delighttiul tc 
impulſe of nature ſo new.to her heart, 94 
made her overlook his imprudences, lea. 
| f 


and 
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and ſhe beheld him (as indeed he was) 
| leſs criminal than-unfortunate. 


On the morning as fhe was ſitting 


: by the fide of her uncle, whom a little 
1 remaining fever ſtill confined to his 
W chamber, Mr. M. and his friend were 
Ir. announced; but what was the aſtoniſh- 


ment of the Count, when, on their en- 
tering the apartment, Anzoletta ſprung 

ſuddenly from her ſeat, and with an ex- 
clamation of joy, darted forward, with 
expanded arms, to embrace the ſtranger, 
who, far from participating her tran- 
ſports, ſeemed to ſhrink from her with 
a mixture of horror and diſguſt, and 


leaning againſt the wainſcot, hid his 
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face, while his boſom was agitated by 
convulſive ſobs. Oh, Paget | friend 
of my heart, ever beloved and re- 
gretted, ſighed the artleſs Anzoletta, 
<« will you not look on, not ſpeak to 
me, (he ſhook his head indignantly) 
will you not acknowledge your once 
favored Anzoletta. Oh! my uncle, 
(continued the trembling girl) join 
with me 1n entreating him once more 
to liſten to me, to the tale of all my 
ſorrows ſince I left him in London.“ 

« Your uncle! Oh! dare I believe 
an event ſo flattering.” 

« Yes, indeed, my dear Paget,” re- 
plied Miſs Zadoſki, her ſweet face 
lighted up with unuſual fire, my 

| brave 
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brave, my gallant uncle, the preſerver 
. of your, of his Anzoletta.” 


Paget held out his arms, into which 
ſhe fell, and burſt into tears; and 
Count Leopold, who had been ex- 


a tremely moved with the ſcene, en- 
* treated Mr. M. to lead his niece for a 
n few minutes into the air. „I owe 


too much to this gentleman,” ſaid the 
Count, addreſſing himſelf to Captain 
Paget, © to trifle with Eis feelings, by 
retarding an explanation of circum- 


ſtances, which, however unfavorable 


to me, I ſhall not ſeek to palliate, as I 
ace flatter myſelf his candour will at leaſt 
my exculpate me from having, as far as 
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regards my niece, acted contrary to 


the dictates of honor or humanity. 


Anzoletta quitted the room, ac- 
companied by Mr. M. and Paget, 
bowing in acknowledgment to the 
Count; the latter proceeded ſuccinCt- 
ly, and without extenuation, to relate 
the hiſtory of his family, and his ſub- 
ſequent adventures, from the birth of 

. Anzoletta to the preſent moment. 


« And now, Sir, (continued he) al- 
though in your power I have nothing 
more to ook up to as a reſource from 
the ſeverity of your laws, which J have 


perhaps been acceſſary. to the violation 


of, 


Pt 
ge 
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of, but an unbounded confidence in 
your generoſity.“ 


The Captain gracefully extended 
his hand towards him. ©* Your 
crimes,” ſaid he, © are not happily fo 
flagrant as to prevent your return to 
| ſociety, or preclude me from embra- 
. cing you as a friend: your valour in 
the encounter with Zorbell attracted 
my eſteem, even while ignorant of 
your character; and the important 
ſervice you have rendered the woman 
Ladore, binds me too firmly to your 
intereſt to nced the aid of Profeſſions 


ve to aſſure you of my molt zealous ſup- 
OR port ; but you- muſt compleat your: 
of, generoſity, you mult beſloy on me, 
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and immediately, the hand of your 
lovely niece, and I. will pledge myſelf 


to ſecure for your father à ſafe retreat 
on the Continent ; here he will be ro 


longer in «dafety.. Beauchamp lives, 
and will too probably avenge the long 


and cruel perſecution of his beloved 


| Amnzoletta and her offspring.“ 


The Count was ſhocked at this 


intelligence; he dared not refute the 


requeſt of the enamoured Paget, yet. 


he felt hurt at the idea of diſpoſing of 


his niece without the knowledge, and 
perhaps contrary to the wiſhes of her 
father. He probably too experienced 
ſome latent ſentiments of relentment 


agalnſt 


ANZOLETTA ZADOSKI. 163 


againſt the ſeducer of his ſiſter; and 
having repreſented to Paget the inj ury 
his own intereſt might receive from 
clandeſtinely eſpouſing. the betrothed 
bride of his noble kinſman, he was 
compelled, by the unpaſſioned per- 
ſuaſions of the lover, to conſent, at 
lcaſt. not to oppoſe his tuccels with 
his niece, who he hoped to- find more 


compliant with his withes, 


„But I mult fly to my ſweet friend, 
(lad Paget) and obtain my pardon 
for the cruel effects of my jealouly ; 
tor indeed, Count, when. beheld her 
{cated with the fluſh.of complacency 
on her. countenance by the fide of ſo 


N 4 intereſt- 
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intereſting an object as yourſelf, I was 
almoſt unjuſt enough to wiſh I had 
left you to the mercy of your aſſail- 
ants in the wood.” | 
The Count laughed, and told him 
he fancied he would not find his niece. 
diſpoſed to refuſe her forgiveneſs, and. 
ringing for the ſervant, commanded. 
Mary to ſhew Mr. Paget into the 
garden, where Mr. M. to whom An- 
zoletta had given an outline of her 


ſtory, with all. the ardour of friend- 


ſhip, congratulated them both on 


their fortunate rencontre, and bowing 


to the lady, archly apologized for the 
neceſſity he was under of leaving her 


alone 


De 
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alone with the Captain, while he paid 


a viſit to her wounded knight. 


Captain Paget now, a all the 
eloquence of youthful paſſion, en- 


treated her to excuſe the reception 


he had given her, and as may be 


eaſily divined, was ſoon permitted 


to ſeal his pardon on one of the whiteſt 
hands in the world. He then with 


caution related to her the diſcovery 
of her father, and intimated his fears 


that he would too probably eſpouſe 


the intereſt of his. ancient friend Lord 


Fitz-Vernon ;. nor did he omit any 
argument an enamoured. heart could 
luggeſt to convince her of the neceſ- 


lity of beſtcwing on him her hand 


betore 


f 
1 
Fl 
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before they ſhould reclaim her.— 
« You mult not, indeed, refuſe me, 
(aid Paget) I ſhall dic with anguiſh 
mould 1 now be compelled to reſign 
you. Ah! furely, if indeed you love 
me, you will not reduce me to the 
hazard of loſing you.“ 

If L indeed love you,” repeated 
Anzoletta, with an air of diſdain, is 
that to be doubted ? Ak ! no, rather 
ſay, Paget, that the pride of your 
haughty ſex delights to inſult. a heart 
ſo eaſily won; but vou have. happily 
awakened me to a fenſe of my dan- 
ger: I will at leaſt endeavour: to ſhun 
the /ond error of my mother, nor ſhall 
my hand, unſanctified by a father's ap- 
probation, (ſince I am at length bleſſed 

| with 


11 
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with the knowledge of a parent) involve 

me in the unhappy conſequences of 

* her crime.?“ 

N In vain did Paget kneel, weep, and 

'G expoſtulate. 1 

ne Anzoletta, though her ſoul was 
agitated with all the fond emotions of 

ed tle tendereſt paſſion, ſtill reſolved to 

perſevere in her duty. Were I ca- 

het 


QUI 


pable, ſaid ſhe, of yrelding up my 
realon to your wiſhes; what couid I. 
expect, but that hereafter you would 
pily deſpiſe the woman who, in deſpite of 
lan- 
un le, ſacrificed to a blind attachment 


tall the ſacred ties of. gratitude. and of 


' conviction of a dear and fatal exam-- 


s ap- duty; and: what hall. ſopport me 
eſſed amidſt 
Wich | 
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amidſt the complicated miſery in 
which I may not only involve yourſelf 


but an innocent offspring, contemned' 


by you, and tortured by the remorſe. 


of my own heart.” 


Lodovitz at this mement ſum- 


moned them to partake of a flight 
dinner in the Count's apartment; 


after which Paget proceeded to ex- 


plain the motives of his reſidence in 
Wales.—* At that dreadful moment; 
(faid this enamoured lover) when 1 
thought myſelf deprived for ever of 
her who alone made exiſtence valuable, 
with the eagerneſs of a maniac 1 flew 
rom the cold counfels of Lord Fitz- 
Vernon; my heart warmed with the 

hope 
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hope that my zeal (ſo congenial with 


his own feelings) might excite in the 


boſom of Mr. Beauchamp an intereſt 
in my ſufferings, attended only by Mr. 


Brady, who had kindly conſented to 


accompany me, and a confidential ſer- 


vant of the Earl's. In the wild and 


incoherent accents of deſpair, I fruit- 


leſsly queſtioned every hackney-coach- 
man after the object of my ſearch ; 
and refolved to purſue her through 
even the whole univerſe, continued 
my way, regardleſs of the remonſtran- 
ces of my companions, abſorbed in 
thought, and proceeding with rapid 
ſteps, till I found myſelf at the extre- 
mity of the Road leading from Ken- 
ungton to Hammerſmith, and here, 


fal I 
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faint and weary, was I compelled to 


. await my friend, who, leſs intereſted 
in the purſuit, followed ſlowly behind 
me; and we had nearly reached Ham- 
merſmith, when we deſcried a coach 
. lowly returning to town, whoſe driver 
we immediately hailed, and requeſted 
him to return with us to Hammer- 
:{mith ; but this he poſitively refuſed, 
alledging that his horſes were already 
ſo tired, that he feared they would 
hardly be able to reach the Mews in 

N. Street. 

nity of Lord Fitz-Vernon's reſidence, 


As this was in the vict- 


it inſtantly occurred to me that it was 


at leaſt poſſible that he might have 
, 


j been employed by the dear object of 
. 2 
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my ſearch, and, on inquiry, learned 
that he had not only conveyed a young 
lady to a houſe a little out of the 
high road, but had alſo ſeen them 
paſs through the town in a poſt- 
chaiſe and four during the time he 
was baiting his hortes: and here, for- 
give me, my beloved Anzoletta, if an 
unworthy, an agonizing ſuſpicion en- 
tered my mind, that this myſterious 


elopement was preconcerted, and that 
ſome favoured rival was the com- 
panion of your flight; and though J 


at that moment faucied you loſt to 


in 


8 
me for ever, yet deſpair prompted me 
a a 

1 to continue my purſuit, I was armed 


Vith power to reclaim you by your 


fatller 8 
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father and your guardian, and I re- 
ſolved not to ſuffer you paſſively to 
eſcape me. Contrary to the advice 


of Mr. Brady, I ordered a chaiſe to 


be prepared immediately, although 
ignorant what road you had taken, 
when chance, fortunately for me, 
brought into the inn yard a return- 
chaiſe; and the poſt- boy, after taking 
care of his horſes, advanced to the 
bar, congratulating himſelf, with 
an air of triumph, on his good for- 
tune, and diſplaying a ring, which he 
aſſerted he had found in the bottom 
of the carriage, together with a glove : 
the former I remembered to have ſeen 
you wear, my Anzoletta; it was a 


* 


: chryſtal. 
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chryſtal, ſet round with pearls, and 
encloſing the hair and cypher of the 
deceaſed Lady Iſabell F and now, by 
queſtioning the boy, Tlearned the route 
you had taken, but I learned alſo that 


you went without any apparent re- 


luctance, and that your companion 
ſeemed a gentleman, much, ſaid the 


5 poſtillion, about your honor's ſize and 
: ace. Mr. Brady would, on hearing 
5 this intelligence, have perſuaded me 
= to relinquiſh my deſign of purſuing 
IE you, believing your flight was volun- 
m tary ; but I was reſolute even to deſ- 


peration, and to avoid prohxity, ſhall 
en briefly. obſerve, 1 heard of you at ſe- 
veral places: before we arrived at G; 

vol. 31. O but 
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but ignorant of your deſtination from 
thence, overcome by the bitter ſenſe 
of. diſappointment, and internally ha- 
raſſed by a flow tever, I. was compel- 
led to reſt; and as my diſorder in- 
creaſed ſo as to render travelling 
dangerous, and being fortunate enough 
to recognize a brother officer who was 
reſiding for a few days at G—, I re- 
queſted Mr. Brady to return to town 
with the melancholy account of our 
futile e4pedition ; and finding my- 
ſelf languid and ſpiritleſs, I conſented 
to accompany my friend to his mo- 
ther's houſe, who reſides near . this 


place, and pleaſed with the delight-, 


ful. fituation, and the generous hoſ- 
pitality 
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pitality of its worthy owners, I deter 
mined to remain ſome time in this 
part of the country. My wounded 
mind was ſoothed by the romantiè 
ſolitude it afforded : I had loſt the 


only object which rendered my exiſt- 


ence valuable, and I was pleaſed men- 
tally to retrace, amidſt the gloom of 
the thick woods, and the bold craggs 
of the mountains, thoſe bliſsful ſcenes 
which I feared were never to return. 
It was in one of theſe rambles that 


1 was ſo happy as to reſcue the Count 


out of the violent hands of a' baſe 
allaſſin, and heaven has been pleaſed 
to reward the action, by rei d-ring it 
O 2 the 

Sai] 
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the means of diſcovering to me the 
retreat of my adored Anzoletta.“ 


Mr. Paget here concluded his little 
narrative ; and after receiving the 
thanks of the Count and his niece, 
paſſed the remainder of the day in 
that delightful converſation which 
only lovers can participate. 


The gayeſt hopes warmed his 
heart; he flattered himſelf the firm- 
neſs of Miſs Zadoſki would at length 
yield to the ſoft wiſhes of her own 
heart and the eagerneſs of his ſolicita- 
tions; and too probable the gentle 
Þeſom of his fair miſtreſs would have 


experienced 


ANZOLETTA ZApos KI. 197 


experienced a conflict no leſs ſevere 
than his own, had ſhe not received the 
next morning a letter from her father, 
filled with congratulations on the diſ- 
covery of his child, and announcing 
the intentions of himſelf, Lord Fitz- 
Vernon, and his ſiſter, to be with her 
the following evening : he returned 
alſo his warmeſt acknowledgments to 
Count Leopold for his protection, and 
promiſed to bury all former animoſi- 


ties in the joy of finding her. 


The heart of Paget, who was pre- 
ſent at the opening of this letter, was 
torn by emotions the moſt painful: 
he felt all his brilliant hopes at once 
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_ diſperſed by the idea of a meeting 


with Lord Fitz-Vernon, who too 
probably came with the conſent of 
her father to claim his promiſed bride. 
He was conſcious alſo that his reſi- 
dence ſo near her abode muſt appear 
the effect of deſign, or at beſt very 
equivocal; and he could not refuſe, 
at the requeſt of Anzoletta, to haſten 
to meet them, and by a ſuccinct rela- 
tion of what had happened, to prepare 
them for an interview with the gene- 
rous Count, as well as to announce 
to Mr. Beauchamp the unpleaſant 
circumſtance of the Baron's being at 
the abbey, from whence it was im- 


% x: poſſible | 
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poſſible to remove him, without im- 
minent danger, in his preſent ſtate. 


Count Leopold likewiſe experi- 


enced much agitation in the proſpect 


of again beholding the ſeducer of his 
ſiſter. He was charmed by the gal- 
lant virtue of Paget, and tenderly par- 


tial to his niece, whom he feared 


would be compelled to facrifice her 


lover to parental authority. - 


« Ah! too ſurely,” ſaid Anzoletta 
to him in a mournful voice, „I am 


born to emulate the misfortunes of 


my mother, to become, like her, the 


victim of an unhappy paſſion; yes, 
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my ſad heart forbodes that the Earl 
is come to claim the ſacrifice of all 


my hopes on this fide the grave!” 


Count Leopold endeavoured to 


conſole her, but the effort was feeble 
and ineffectual; the only hope that 
could have cheared her drooping ſpirits 
he dared not adminiſter. He knew 


the impetuous character of Beau- 


champ, and indeed he recoiled from 
the idea of adding to the injuries he 


had already received from his family, 
the alienation of his daughter's duty. 


The firſt ſurpriſe of meeting Paget 
(who received his noble friends at the 


inn 
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mn at B—) being over, and the nar- 
rative he had to relate concluded, 
Lord Fitz- Vernon and his fiſter found 
it no eaſy taſk to reſtrain the anger of 
Mr. Beauchamp, who vowed to extir- 
pate Zorbell and the elder Count from 
the face of the earth. Accuſtomed 
from his youth to act under the ar- 
dent impulſe of the moment, his paſ- 
ſions ill brooked controul, and it was 
ſome time before the manly reaſonings 
of Lord Fitz- Vernon and Paget, or 
the gentle pleadings of Lady Frances, 
(who was not indifferent even to the 


perional attractions of Mr. Beau- 


champ, 
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champ, nor at all averſe to his for- 


tune) could reduce him to reaſon. 


Lady Frances had undertaken the 
journey on purpoſe to alleviate the 
fufferings his weak health, and the 
dangerous effects of ſuch various emo- 
tions muſt naturally excite, and could 
he alarm her tender feelings by imagin- 
ing any act of violence, certainly no; 
and Mr. Beauchamp was reluctantly 


compelled to promiſe an oblivion of 


| paſt injuries. 


On their arrival at the entrance of 


the wood adjoining the abbey of T. 


Captain 


S 


te 
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Captain Paget was diſpatched before, 
to prepare Anzoletta for the impor- 
tant meeting. He found her trem- 
bling, agitated, and full of appre- 


henſions, which he participated too 


much to be able to footh. It was, 


however, agreed by tnem that it would 
be better to poſtpone the interview 
between her father and the Count, 
till ſhe ſhould have prepared the for- 


mer to acknowledge his kindnets to 
hertclf. 


The carriage now drew up to the 
portal of the abbey, and Paget quit- 
ted her to conduct the party to the 

: hall, 
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hall, while Anzoletta, with timid 


ſteps, followed him in mournful 
ſilence. 


Beauchamp ſprung towards her, 
raiſed her from her knees, on which 
ſhe had fallen at his approach, claſped 
her to his boſom, and wept over her 4 


even to agony, At length recollect- 


ing his ſituation, he preſented her to 
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her guardian, and giving her hand in 
to that of the Earl, faid, Take her, 


= my Lord, your generoſity deſerves her, 
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v8 = ſhe is your's for ever.” 


Anzoletta cou'd hear no more; her 
head grew giddy, her ſight failed, and 
the 
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the muſt have fainted, had not his 
Lordſhip kindly led her into the 


II ſee all the firtholes of your 
heart, my beloved ward, (ſaid the 
Earl) but confide in my love, and 
calm your agitated ſpirits.” 


They returned to-the parlour, and 
ne / congratulations fucceeded ; and 
Mr. Beauchamp, charmed with the 
reſemblance of his daughter to the 
object of his firſt and fondeſt love, at 
length acknowledged, that Count 
Leopold had fully expiated his former 


wrongs 
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wrongs by the preſervation of his 
child, . 


The interview between them was 
mutually affecting; the murdered 


ſiſter, the forſaken miſtreſs, roſe to 


their recollection. The fine eyes of 


Beauchamp darted fire as Count Leo- 
pold accoſted him; but Anzoletta 


gracefully joining their hands, and 
imprinting a kiſs on both, he ſub- 
dued his emotions, and thanked him 
for his kindneſs to his beloved daugh- 


ter. Lady Frances, too, by her la- 


viſh praiſes of the Count, promoted 


(he reconciliation: ſhe was charmed 


with. 


* 


[ad 
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with the intereſting caſt of his features. 
His grand chivaleric air, (for he was 
wrapt in the fattin cloak worn in his 
own country) and above all, the ſer- 
vices he had rendered to her dear 


young friend. 


Such accommodations as the abbey 
afforded they were invited to accept; 
and too well pleaſed with each other 


to ſeparate, they paſt the evening in 
that delightful converſe, which may 


be truly ſtiled the flow of ſoul, 


SI, 


. Paget and Anzoletta alone were 
fad. 
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The fears of Count Leopold were 


baniſhed, by an aſſurance from Lord 


Fitz-Vernon that his embarraſſments 


ſhould be relieved, and his future 
fortune made his peculiar care; but 
the perpetual references made by 
Beauchamp to a marriage which highly 
flattered his ambition, rendered the 
hour of retirement highly grateful to 


the wounded mind of Anzoletta. 


On the following morning, as ſoon 


as the tea equipage was removed, Mr. 


Beauchamp reſumed the ſubject, and 
; propoſed the marriage ſhould be cele- 
rated at the abbey. , We wil 


have 
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have no more elopements,” ſaid he, 


imiling. 


Then,“ replied Lord Fitz-Ver- 
non, as the fair Lady is ſurrounded 


by dangers, ſhould we not appoint a 


young and more active knight to the 


charge ; for my own part, though no 
one can more juſtly eſtimate tie 


tranſcendant worth of Anzoletta, I am 


not a Quixote ; and, to be ſerious, a 


conference which I had this morning 
with our generous friend the Count, 
has ſpared me the commiſſion of an 
error which muſt have embittered 
every hour of my life. The heart of 


VOL II. P your 
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your daughter is devoted to another: 
Paget is my heir; and in transfering 
to him the hand you have beſtowed 
on me, I ſhall render them both 
happy. Need I recall to your me- 
mory, my dear Beauchamp (continued 
the Earl) the rock on which your 
youthful hopes were wrecked, — the 
tyrannic exertion of an undue autho- 
rity, Never let us forget, that though 
nature and the laws of ſociety have 
veſted in the parent a right over the 
perſon of the child till a certain age, 
God has created the will mee.” 


Anzoletta and Paget proſtrated 


themſelves in expreſſive ſilence at the 
feet 
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feet of Mr. Beauchamp, who raiſed 
them to his boſom, while tears of ten- 
der tranſport bedewed his cheek. 
From his embrace they roſe to return 
their acknowledgments to the Earl 
and Count Leopold, the chief authors 
of their happineſs. 


The old abbey once more reſounded 
with feſtive preparations; and in a 
few days the nuptials of Paget and 
our heroine were ſolemnized by Mr. 
Brady, who with, his gentle wife, bad 


been ſummoned for the occaſion. 


And now, reader, having made the 
lovers happy, ſelon la contume des ro- 


T4 mances, 
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mamces, you will probably expect 
that I ſhall do poerzcal juſtice on the 
chief of thoſe perſonages of whom this 


hiſtory is compoſed. 


Bleſt in the domeſtic felicity and 
proſperity of his darling child, Mr: 
Beauchamp has retired to the late 
reſidence of his valuable friend Mo- 
tenſki, lich he has enlarged and 
beautified, and to whoſe memory he 
nas erected an elegant monument ; 


while Lord Fitz-Vernon remains at 


the Hall with the amiable pair to 


waoſe happineſs he fo generouſly ſa- 
crificed Jus own pretenſione, and ex- 


periences 


£6 


< 
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periences in their grateful atten- 
tion to his wiſhes and convent 


cnce the*-truth of the old-adage, that 


4 good action is always its ewn re- 


rd.“ 


Count Leopold has through his- 
intereſt been reſtored to the favour: 
of his ſovereign and his paternal do- 
mains, while. the, elder Zadoſki and: 
Zorbell, retiring to Venice, pine in 
_ diſcontent and obſcurity, (ſupported. 
by the bounty of Count Leopold) and 
the latter, whoſe health has materially 
ſuffered from his wound, is now fully 


ſenſible, that the only road to happi- 


neſs 
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neſs even on this fide eternity, 1s by 
invariably purſuing the —— | 


PATHS OF VIRTUE, 
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